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Summer 2007 at Crisp Point The red metal shingles will be installed at

) ] ) a laterdate but the roof is protected with
This past summer at Crisp Point has been jce and water shield for the winter.

full of joys and setbacks. The joys come
from all the visitors who make the trip With all the delays this year, the plans to
down that long and winding road to find paint the service building and do the
the beautiful spledor of Crisp Point for  finish work inside will now have to be
the first time. Joy comes from walking suspended until 2008.

the beach and finding that special stone

or taking that special picture. Then there
are times when thin
would hope they do. Such was the case =
this summer when trying to getethroof
on the service building and the stonework
east of the tower done.

o

Finished roof«a\aiting the red metal
shingle roof.

It wasnot unt il e arjp
started to come together. CPLHS was &
forced to seek a contractor from outside
of Paradise to get the Wo,rk 'done. Scott Original contractor installing sill plate for
Yurk from Grand BlancMichigan had the roof July 2007

already been awarded the project to build
the windows for the service building and
then agreed to take over the building of
the roof after the promised dates from the
original contractor came and went. Scott
does have some ties to the ares,ha
owns a cabin north of Paradise.

The stone work had many delays as well.
First, trying to find a contractor to give
CPLHS a favorable bid within the budget
allotted for the job, turned out to be quite
disappointing. Finally Pete Anderson and
Sons fran Newberry, Michigan came
through with a bid we could work with.
Don then found out he would have to get
permits from the DEQ and Army Core of
Engineers even though we were just
replacing stone work that had been
washed away two years earlier. With
many fone calls and trips to Newberry
and Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan
persistence finally paid off and the
permits were issued. The stone work and
new roof on the service building were
completed mid October.

Scott Yurk and friends putting the plywood
sheeting on the roof October 2007

New stone to be placed in front of the
boardwalk, east of the tower

Darren Szlachta and sons Josh and Jared.
Darren helped Scott Yurk build the service
building roof.

New stone work east of the tower
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2007 Summer Conference

On Friday before the conference,
several CPLHS members met at the
Whitefish  Township School in
Paradise to start cleaning the buoy
light that is on loan from the Valje
Camp Museum in Sault St. Marie.
Several other members worked on
setting up the
the conference.

A special thanks to Chuck & Inge
Spaulding, Mike, Margaret, Lindsay
& Marissa Warren, Charlie & Karen
Raths, John & Diane Raths, La®y
Elaine Watson, Stan & Mary Klein,
Don Ross, Dianne Sweeter, Dee
Smith, Marcia & Carl Jahn, Rick &
Terri Brockway for all the help
setting up & cleaning up the school
and cleaning the buoy lens for the
conference.

The CPLHS conference was a huge
succes. Our annual auction took in a

near record amount and the guest
speakers were very interesting.

Nathan Fazer (pictured below) from
the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage
Route committee put on a
presentation explaining what the
heritage route will mean to theea.

scho

Lt. Commander Tom Sullivan
(pictured above) from the US Coast
Guard sector Sault St. Marie, gave a
very informative presentation on
what the Coast Guard does all twelve
months of the year. After that
presentation, he provided us with
many of tke details of how the tug
boat Seneca was freed from being
grounded.

The 94foot Seneca built in 1939,
had just underwent several
renovations and was being towed
back to the Zenith Tugboat Co in
Duluth, Minn. by another company
owned tug boat to save fuaNVhen
the tugs left Sault St. Marie and
entered Lake Superior, the seas were
around four feet but that was soon to
change that December 3, 2006
evening. The seas quickly went from
four feet to over fourteen feet in less
than an hour. After hitting sevéra
seas that brought much of the Seneca
right out of the water, the strain on
the nearly new three inch tow rope
proved to be too much. The rope
shagged on a broken piece of steel
rail and was cut.

After the Seneca broke loose, the tow
tug Susan Hoey fough the vicious
gales of December and finally

reached safe port, guided by Coast
Guard radar.

After nearly 36 hours of searching,

the Seneca was located partially sunk
about 18 miles east of Grand Marais
by the Coast Guard Cutter, Alder.

After several agmpts to salvage the
tug, it was final

a f ol¢y grounding and towed back to

Sault St. Marie on December 23,
2006.

The Seneca was later declared a total
loss and sold for scrap.

Seneca covered with ice after suffering
through another December storm prior to
being freed from it

Seneca in better times working as an
icebreaker

Summer conference continued on page 3
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Save the boardwalk program CPLH2007 Summer Conference Crisp Point Light Historical Society

Continued members and guests enjoyingeth
CPLHS wants to thnk everyone who guest speakers.
donated to this fund. We collected a The pictures below show the CPLHS
total of $3740.00 of the $15000.00 members cleaning the Buoy Light

needed to repair the stone east of the
lighthouse

Participants since the last newsletter. gt B e
Michigan:

Margaret & Michael Walbridge
Jane Wilke

Noreen & Stewart Warren
Michael C. Tompkins

Ohio:

Karen S. Harshman

lllinois:

Brenda & Ron Hershberger
Kentucky:

Sally Edwards

Visitor Statistics

Visitor statistics are compiled
from the visitor logbook posted at
the lighthouse. When visiting the
lighthouse please sign he
logbook and be countedThis is
the only way we have of tracking
our visitors.

2000- 25,032 2001 27,608

2002- 28,412 2003 22,644

2004- 22,828 2005 20,528

2006121,160 2007 17,108*
* Thru September

Above Cameron Lovett (our web

LOST AND FOUND master) explains the recent changes
to the CPLHS Web Site. Cameron
If you have lost an item while has also been working with the
visiting Crisp Point Lighthouse, (MDOT) Michigan Department of
please call or e-mail Don Ross to Transportation in an effort to get
see if your item has been found. lighthouse signs at the cornef M-
1-906-492-3206 123 and CR500. Cameron also

spearheaded new trailblazer signs

donross@jamadots.com along CR500 and CRA12.

CPLHS Web Site

Pictures of the new signs are on page 4

www.crisppointlighthouse.or
PP g 9 More Summer conference pictures on

Above Don Ross holds one of the glass page 7

panels removed from the buoy light
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