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Summer 2007 at Crisp Point
This past summer at Crisp Point has been
full of joys and set- backs. The joys come
from all the visitors who make the trip
down that long and winding road to find
the beautiful splendor of Crisp Point for
the first time. Joy comes from walking
the beach and finding that special stone
or taking that special picture. Then there
are times when things don’t go as one
would hope they do. Such was the case
this summer when trying to get the roof
on the service building and the stonework
east of the tower done.
It wasn’t until early October that it all
started to come together. CPLHS was
forced to seek a contractor from outside
of Paradise to get the work done. Scott
Yurk from Grand Blanc, Michigan had
already been awarded the project to build
the windows for the service building and
then agreed to take over the building of
the roof after the promised dates from the
original contractor came and went. Scott
does have some ties to the area, as he
owns a cabin north of Paradise.
The stone work had many delays as well.
First, trying to find a contractor to give
CPLHS a favorable bid within the budget
allotted for the job, turned out to be quite
disappointing. Finally Pete Anderson and
Sons from Newberry, Michigan came
through with a bid we could work with.
Don then found out he would have to get
permits from the DEQ and Army Core of
Engineers even though we were just
replacing stone work that had been
washed away two years earlier. With
many phone calls and trips to Newberry
and Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan
persistence finally paid off and the
permits were issued. The stone work and
new roof on the service building were
completed mid October.

ricterway@sbcglobal.net
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The red metal shingles will be installed at
a later date but the roof is protected with
ice and water shield for the winter.
With all the delays this year, the plans to
paint the service building and do the
finish work inside will now have to be
suspended until 2008.
Finished roof awaiting the red metal
shingle roof.

Original contractor installing sill plate for
the roof July 2007
New Service building windows

Scott Yurk and friends putting the plywood
sheeting on the roof October 2007

Darren Szlachta and sons Josh and Jared.
Darren helped Scott Yurk build the service
building roof.

New stone to be placed in front of the
boardwalk, east of the tower

New stone work east of the tower
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reached safe port, guided by Coast
Guard radar.
After nearly 36 hours of searching,
the Seneca was located partially sunk
about 18 miles east of Grand Marais
by the Coast Guard Cutter, Alder.

2007 Summer Conference
On Friday before the conference,
several CPLHS members met at the
Whitefish Township School in
Paradise to start cleaning the buoy
light that is on loan from the Valley
Camp Museum in Sault St. Marie.
Several other members worked on
setting up the school’s cafeteria for
the conference.
A special thanks to Chuck & Inge
Spaulding, Mike, Margaret, Lindsay
& Marissa Warren, Charlie & Karen
Raths, John & Diane Raths, Larry &
Elaine Watson, Stan & Mary Klein,
Don Ross, Dianne Sweeter, Dee
Smith, Marcia & Carl Jahn, Rick &
Terri Brockway for all the help
setting up & cleaning up the school
and cleaning the buoy lens for the
conference.
The CPLHS conference was a huge
success. Our annual auction took in a
near record amount and the guest
speakers were very interesting.
Nathan Fazer (pictured below) from
the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage
Route committee put on a
presentation explaining what the
heritage route will mean to the area.
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After several attempts to salvage the
tug, it was finally removed from it’s
icy grounding and towed back to
Sault St. Marie on December 23,
2006.
The Seneca was later declared a total
loss and sold for scrap.

Lt. Commander Tom Sullivan
(pictured above) from the US Coast
Guard sector Sault St. Marie, gave a
very informative presentation on
what the Coast Guard does all twelve
months of the year. After that
presentation, he provided us with
many of the details of how the tug
boat Seneca was freed from being
grounded.

Tugboat Seneca run aground

The 94-foot Seneca built in 1939,
had
just
underwent
several
renovations and was being towed
back to the Zenith Tugboat Co in
Duluth, Minn. by another company
owned tug boat to save fuel. When
the tugs left Sault St. Marie and
entered Lake Superior, the seas were
around four feet but that was soon to
change that December 3, 2006
evening. The seas quickly went from
four feet to over fourteen feet in less
than an hour. After hitting several
seas that brought much of the Seneca
right out of the water, the strain on
the nearly new three inch tow rope
proved to be too much. The rope
snagged on a broken piece of steel
rail and was cut.

Seneca covered with ice after suffering
through another December storm prior to
being freed from it’s grounded location

After the Seneca broke loose, the tow
tug Susan Hoey fought the vicious
gales of December and finally

Seneca in better times working as an
icebreaker
Summer conference continued on page 3

Crisp Point Light Historical Society
Newsletter # 21

December 2007

Save the boardwalk program
CPLHS wants to thank everyone who
donated to this fund. We collected a
total of $3740.00 of the $15000.00
needed to repair the stone east of the
lighthouse.

CPLHS 2007 Summer Conference
Continued
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Crisp Point Light Historical Society
members and guests enjoying the
guest speakers.

The pictures below show the CPLHS
members cleaning the Buoy Light

Participants since the last newsletter.

Michigan:
Margaret & Michael Walbridge
Jane Wilke
Noreen & Stewart Warren
Michael C. Tompkins

Ohio:
Karen S. Harshman

Illinois:
Brenda & Ron Hershberger

Kentucky:
Sally Edwards

Visitor Statistics
Visitor statistics are compiled
from the visitor logbook posted at
the lighthouse. When visiting the
lighthouse please sign the
logbook and be counted. This is
the only way we have of tracking
our visitors.
2000 - 25,032
2002 - 28,412
2004 - 22,828
2006 –21,160
* Thru September

2001 - 27,608
2003 - 22,644
2005 - 20,528
2007 – 17,108*
Above Cameron Lovett (our web
master) explains the recent changes
to the CPLHS Web Site. Cameron
has also been working with the
(MDOT) Michigan Department of
Transportation in an effort to get
lighthouse signs at the corner of M123 and CR-500. Cameron also
spearheaded new trailblazer signs
along CR-500 and CR-412.

LOST AND FOUND
If you have lost an item while
visiting Crisp Point Lighthouse,
please call or e-mail Don Ross to
see if your item has been found.

1-906-492-3206
donross@jamadots.com

CPLHS Web Site
Pictures of the new signs are on page 4

www.crisppointlighthouse.org
Above Don Ross holds one of the glass
panels removed from the buoy light

More Summer conference pictures on
page 7
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Membership List: We cannot thank all of you enough for supporting Crisp Point Light Historical Society. Your
memberships and membership renewals are so encouraging. Listed below are the new members to Crisp Point Light Historical
Society since the last newsletter. If you do not see your name here, then you may have missed the cut off date. Please check the
next newsletter. Thank you to all who have joined or renewed their memberships. We could not achieve what we do without
you!

New Family Members
Austin Birch & Family
Bay City, MI
Kyle & Rachael Gray
Perrysburg, OH
Larry & Maria Warner
Delton, MI
Jim & Judy Velikan
Indianapolis, IN
Mike & Patricia Kreiner &
Damond Wells
Wolverine, MI
Joe & Gayle Sinyakovich
Franklin, MI
The Marni Johnson Family
Fenton, MI
Sam & Jackie McKnight
Royal Oak, MI
Charley W. Sanders &
Tammy L. Thompson
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Jack & Cynthia Scanlon
Medina, OH
Glenn & Esther Crisp
Mackinaw City, MI
Debra Henning Family
Tecumseh, MI
Hazel & Hollis Taylor
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Martha Kupka Family
Charlevoix, MI
Chris & Jill Ham
Lake Orion, MI

Rich & Gloria Fitzsimmons
Tecumseh, MI
Ethan & Jessica Good
Midland, MI
Bethany Makidon
Corunna, MI
Mary Eleanor Harris
Newberry, MI
Dianne Sweeter
Hartland, MI
Jill & David Crisp
Commerce Twp., MI

Linda Carpenter
Portage, MI
Bill Martin
Rockford, MI
Ron Porritt
Hudsonville, MI

Trailblazer signs installed
along the route to Crisp
Point.

New Single Memberships
Rachel E. Riddle
Indianapolis, IN
Timothy J. Huyge
Grand Rapids, MI
Dick Horn
Three Rivers, MI
Liz Rice
Chesterfield, MI
Carla J. Alexander
Kearney, NE
Kathy Stuart
Mt. Pleasant, MI
Debra Faria
Nokomis, FL
C.A. Gregor
Charlotte, MI
Richard A. Wiles
Petoskey, MI
Mary Elisabeth Hale
Raphine, VA

Sandra J. Walterhouse
MT. Pleasant, MI

New Lifetime Members

Caspian, MI

Erik Koenig

At the time of this newsletter, the
MDOT has not installed the signs at
M-123 & CR-500. Cameron is still
working on it.
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Lighthouse
Keepers Program
2008
Active
C.P.L.H.S.
members
interested in participating in the
2008 Keepers program, please
contact Dee Smith at 1-906-4923496.
You will get the key for the
lighthouse so you can keep it open
during the day and greet visitors to
Crisp Point Lighthouse.
We ask that only one family or
couple at a time participate in the
program so that you can spend the
evenings alone. You can set up a
camper, tent or stay in a motel and
drive out each day.
Please remember that due to
liability issues, only members in
good standing will be given the
key. The member who takes
possession of the key must remain
in possession of the key until it is
returned.

72 years ago
Seiche

Paul Bunyan’s wife was rocking her
Lake Superior cradle again on July 11,
1935. Residents of cabins on the
upper St. Mary’s River and at Bays
Mills were astonished at around 6
p.m. when the river came up to their
cabin doors.
The
seiche
phenomenon
was
responsible. Water rose and fell 3-4
feet. It washed over front yards of
cabins, then receded 20-30 ft. beyond
the normal water line. It carried away
boats and docks.
Once started seiches continue in
varying degrees for hours. The
seiches that night were probably
caused by sudden barometric changes.
When atmospheric pressure is reduced
at one end of the lake, the water
comes up and goes down at the other
end.
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The members shown below who
helped during this work weekend
were: Bernie (lighthouse phantom),
Niki & Andy Hellstrom,
Marcia & Carl Jahn
Terri & Rick Brockway
Don Ross

October Work Weekend
The weekend of October 27, 28
2007 was a work weekend at
Crisp Point Lighthouse for
several members of CPLHS.
During the weekend as they
fought off the rain and high winds
on
Saturday,
sections
of
boardwalk that had been removed
for construction workers were reinstalled. The members also
installed the door from the old
service building onto the new
service building.
Sand was placed around the
service building and small
sections of the boardwalk that had
to be removed in order to build
the service building were
temporally replaced around the
building.

Service building with door installed

A section of boardwalk being
re-installed

New e-mail Address
Caulking and other small tasks
were also performed.

Don Ross and CPLHS has a new e-mail
address: donross@jamadots.com
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Great Lakes
Lighthouse Festival

picked up in Howell, Michigan or
Paradise, Michigan will require an
additional $5.00 for shipping.

This year at the Great Lakes
Lighthouse Festival (GLLF) in
Alpena Michigan there was a
special auction held on Sunday.

Anyone interested in reserving one
or more of these "This Little Light
of Mine" Crisp Point replicas
please let me know as soon as you
can.

This auction was for the rights to
work with Harbour Lights to
design and put into production a
replica of the winner’s favorite
lighthouse in the "This Little
Light of Mine" series.
Also as part of the auction, was
the right to be the featured light at
the 2008 GLLF.
We are pleased to announce that
a Crisp Point Light Historical
Society member bid at this
auction and won the auction.
The Crisp Point Light Historical
Society (CPLHS) will have
available to them, up to the first
300 of the This Little Light of
Mine - Crisp Point Replicas.
These first 300 will have special
markings on the bottom.
Although we are very early in the
design and production of these
lights, I would like to start taking
reserved orders now so that we
have some idea of how many to
reserve for sale by the CPLHS.
100% of the proceeds from the
CPLHS sponsored sale of the
This Little Light of Mine - Crisp
Point Replica go to support the
Crisp Point Lighthouse located in
the upper peninsula of Michigan,
on the south shore of Lake
Superior, 13 miles west of
Whitefish Point.
The replicas will retail for $21.95
and are scheduled to be ready for
delivery in May or June of 2008,
just in time for the CPLHS
summer conference July 19,
2008.
Any statues that can not be

Rick Brockway will be handling all
the contact with Harbour Lights and
the reservation orders.
We do not need payment until just
before they are delivered, so you
can reserve now and pay later. Of
course if you prefer to pay now, that
is Ok also.
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Michigan Magazine Expo 2007
Crisp Point Light Historical
Society, working in conjunction
with the Great Lakes Lighthouse
Festival, attended the 2007
Michigan Magazine Expo in
Cummins,
Michigan.
The
lighthouse groups handed out
literature for over 50 Michigan
lighthouses.
Assisting at the expo for CPLHS
and GLLF were; Carl and Marcia
Jahn, Larry and Elaine Watson
and Terri and Rick Brockway

Please make all checks payable to CPLHS

To reserve your CPL Replica. You
can call, e-mail or send Rick a note
through the US Mail Service.
Rick’s contact information is:
Rick Brockway
CPLHS
450 W. Marr Rd.
Howell, Michigan 48855-8343
Phone No.: 1-517-546-5283
e-mail: ricterway@sbcglobal.net

Crisp Point Light Historical Society’s
Booth at the 2007 Great Lakes
Lighthouse Festival – Alpena Mich.
Mark your calendar now and make
plans to attend the 2008 GLLF where
Crisp Point Lighthouse will be the
featured lighthouse. The festival will be
held October 10, 11, 12 2008.
For more information on the festival
visit: www.lighthousefestival.org

CPLHS Lifetime members Chuck
and Inge Spaulding host a
Winnebago Camping Club trip to
Crisp Point
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July 2007 Summer
Conference Continued

LYNN MARVIN TRIBUTE PLAQUE

Paul Freedman Introducing our guest
speaker, Lt Commander Tom Sullivan

Lynn Marvin, aerial photographer, was a
Co-Founder and Board Member of the
Great Lakes Lighthouse Festival. This
plaque is a tribute to Festival Supporters
who are no longer with us. It is in honor
of their volunteer work and dedication to
preserving lighthouse history.
Nellie Ross was selected in 2006
because she spoke to everyone making
them understand the importance of
protecting the Crisp Point Light tower
from Lake Superior. She always
encouraged everybody to support all
lighthouses. The Plaque is on display at
the GLLF Museum north of Alpena MI.

Several CPLHS members and guests
enjoying the day at the lighthouse

Where Does it All Come From
Many people have been asking where the
CPLHS gets the funds to work with.
Although grants were sought and
received in the early years of the
Historical Society, they are no longer
applied for. All funds used to restore and
maintain the lighthouse complex come
from donations, membership dues and
merchandise sales. If it wasn’t for all
your generous support we could not have
achieved the results we have the past
twelve years.
100 percent of all funds received go
directly to support these restoration
efforts. There are no paid officers or
members in the Crisp Point Light
Historical Society.

CPLHS member Dianne Sweeter
greeting Bob Dubois at the conference

Thank you to everyone who has ever
donated money, purchased merchandise
or volunteered your time. We could not
have done it with out you.

CPLHS Members cleaning up the
kitchen at the Whitefish Township
School after the conference.

Carl Jahn presenting an auctioned pie to
Terri Brockway. It was an auction held
five years ago as a joke for Terri, that
started the very successful auctions we
have been holding each year since.

To everyone who has sent in old pictures
of the lighthouse and life saving station.
To Carmen Pittenger of the Luce County
E.D.C. for her help.

Pictured from left to right are
Terri Brockway, Larry Watson,
Elaine Watson, Mary Klein

To everyone who has ever spent
countless hours writing, folding, stuffing
and labeling envelopes so the newsletters
can be sent out. Your help is appreciated
more than you will ever know.

Newsletter Articles
Anyone having information or stories
they would like to share in the CPLHS
newsletter are encouraged to send or email them to CPLHS P.O. Box 229
Paradise, Michigan 49768
donross@jamadots.com

Special Thank You’s

CPLHS member Deb Musielak found
this 3.84lb agate between Crisp Point
and Vermillion.

To Whitefish Township School for
allowing CPLHS to utilize the facility
for our summer conferences.
To Paul Freedman for attaining some
very insightful speakers.

