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Harbour Lights Replica Update

store, we bought all of them. If you are interested in
purchasing one or more of these replicas, simply mail a
check in the amount of $26.95 (includes shipping) to Rick
Brockway, CPLHS, 450 W. Marr Rd. Howell, Michigan
48855.
Once your paid order is received, we will fill your order
ASAP.
For further information you may check the web site at
www.crisppointlighthouse.org, e-mail Rick Brockway at
ricterway@sbcglobal.net, or call 1-517-546-5283.
Rick has already contacted Harbour Lights about doing a
replica of Crisp Point Lighthouse in the larger series.
Harbour Lights will start the selection process for 2010 in
February of 2009. if you are interested in having Harbour
Lights do a larger replica of Crisp Point, send them an email
expressing
your
interest
to:
HarbourLights@HarbourLights.com

Crisp Point Lighthouse
Service Building Nears Completion

The Crisp Point Lighthouse replica from Harbour Lights in
the “This Little Light Of Mine” Series was a huge success. All
300 of the limited edition replicas were sold out before we
received the order. Since the first 300 sold so well, it was
decided to purchase the remaining 200 replicas that were
made as part of the 500 piece minimum order. These 200
are not part of the limited edition but are of the same quality
as the limited edition. The only difference is that they are not
numbered and do not have the special marking on the
bottom (see page 5 for a view of the bottom). There are still
replicas available, but once they are gone, there may not be
anymore made. CPLHS is the only place you can purchase
these Crisp Point replicas. They are not available in any

Throughout the summer of 2008, construction on the new
service building continued. Mid July the red metal roof was
installed by Bernie Hellstrom, Craig David and Don Ross.
Also in July, the interior of the service building.

Please see page 6 for more on the service building
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Purpose of Lighthouse
The idea of building Crisp Point was proposed in 1896
because several ship wrecks had happened in the area before that
time. Congress did not give approve the project though until June
of 1902. The lighthouse was then constructed in 1903 and 1904,
and on May 5, 1904, it became operational. When it was built it
was a conical shape. The structure stood 58 feet high from its base
to the top of the lantern. The light was originally a 360 degree red
Fourth Order Fresnel Lens beaming out for 15 miles over Lake
Superior. The site also contained many buildings including
quarters and housing, a fog signal building and barns. Without
this lighthouse who knows how many more ships we would have
lost. This is why Crisp Point lighthouse was built.
Lighthouse Keepers
Every lighthouse had a keeper. The keeper of the
lighthouse was responsible for polishing the light, cleaning the
glass, replenishing the fuel and making sure the lighthouse was in
good hands. The first keeper of Crisp Point Lighthouse was John
Smith. He was keeper from March 1, 1904 until August 31, 1906.
Other known keepers at Crisp Point were Herbert Burrows,
George Smith, Jacob Gibbs and Herbert Crittenden. The last
keeper was Joseph Singleton who retired in 1939. I think it would
have been fantastic to have been a lighthouse keeper!
Stories to be told

In 2007, Nikki Palmer wrote the following story about Crisp Point
as a school project. I think you will find her details very
impressive. Nikki was attending Hamilton-Parsons Elementary
School in the Romeo Community Schools and was in the 5th
Grade. Her teachers were Mrs. Auffenorde, Mrs. Hepner and
Mrs. Frenza.

Introduction to Lighthouses
What is a lighthouse you say? Well it is very simple, a
lighthouse is a tower like structure. It is erected to give guidance
and warning to ships out at sea or on lakes. Guidance is given by
the very bright light at the top of the lighthouse or often a fog
horn or siren. This is what a lighthouse is and what it does to help
ships.
Crisp Point Light Station
There is a very unique lighthouse called Crisp Point
Light Station located in the Upper Peninsula in Michigan. It is
just 37 miles north of the city of Newberry and 14 miles west off
of Whitefish Point on the shore of Lake Superior. The lighthouse
can be reached by a narrow road through the Lake Superior State
Forest. Crisp Point sits on a deserted beach of Lake Superior with
the smell of fresh air and a great forest behind it. The spot is a
photographic shot enjoyed by all who have visited it. I could
picture myself enjoying the environment of Crisp Point Light
Station.

Crisp Point Light Station has many stories as part of its history. In
1903, there was a violent storm that hit the station and destroyed
the new fog signal building the same year built and it had to be
rebuilt. In 1928, Roy Singleton found Lou Williams, otherwise
known as the “Buckeye Poet” lost in the Big Tahquamenon Falls
area. Mr. Williams was found after being lost for three days. He
wrote this poem and dedicated it to Joseph Singleton, Keeper of
Crisp Point, at that time.
Crisp Point Watch is Ever
Roll Superior, cast thy strength; twisting, raging, turning. But the
Sailor knows no doubt or fear, For through the night comes a glean
of cheer – Crisp Point light is burning. Rage Superior, spread thy
fog, sleet, rain, and snowing. But the Sailor sleeps in faith secure,
though the stars are gone, the way is sure – Crisp Point horn is
blowing. Storm Superior, rage and roll. Spread thy vain endeavor.
Here no tale of death to tell – Crisp Point watch is ever.
In the years that have followed, storms and erosion have taken
their toll on the lighthouse and property. The Lighthouse was
abandoned in 1947. In 1965, the Coast Guard destroyed all
buildings but the light tower and service room. Ships have
continued to sail past Crisp Point. Some have even sunk nearby,
like the Edmund Fitzgerald, which sunk during a violent storm
about 17 miles northeast of Crisp Point on November 10, 1975.
Many stories surround this lighthouse, maybe this is why it is still
standing.
Today, Crisp Point Lighthouse has been given new life
since it was decommissioned in 1993. Thanks to the formation of
the Crisp Point Lighthouse Historical Society, which was formed
in 1991, new efforts are being made to save Crisp Point. Stones
have been placed around the lighthouse to protect it from further
Continued on page 3
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PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Is it time to renew your CPLHS Membership? It is easy to find
out. In the upper right hand corner of the address label that this
newsletter arrived in, there is either a date or the word Lifetime.
If it says Lifetime then you do not need to renew your
membership and thank you for your continued support. If there
is a date, this date is when your membership expires. If your
membership has expired or is about to, it is easy to renew.
Simply fill out the form on page eight of this newsletter.
Enclose your check and mail to the address on the form.

2008 Great Lakes
Lighthouse Festival
At the 2008 Great Lakes Lighthouse Festival in Alpena
Michigan, Crisp Point Lighthouse was the featured
Lighthouse. Crisp Point Light Historical Society earned
the right to be the featured lighthouse because of an
auction at the 2007 festival where Matt Cameron placed
the winning bid. Along with being the featured
lighthouse, CPLHS also won the right to work with
Harbour Lights to have a replica of Crisp Point made.
Because of Matt’s dedication to Crisp Point to go the
extra mile to win this auction, we felt he should have the
replica with the number 1 on it. The picture below
shows Matt receiving the number 1 replica at the
Harbour Lights auction on Saturday at the festival.
Pictured from left are Matt Cameron, Harry Hine (from
Harbour Lights) and Lee Scherwitz from the GLLF.

Nikki Palmer Crisp Point story, continued
erosion. After the destruction of the service building in 1996, a
new project was started in 2006 to rebuild the service building.
Last year, a new roof and windows were placed on the building.
Research has also started on the possibility of relighting the
lighthouse since the light no longer operates.
The Crisp Point Lighthouse Historical Society also seeks
volunteer keepers every summer. The keeper’s job is to give
tours, let visitors climb the tower and answer any questions that
they might have about the lighthouse. Anyone can visit the
lighthouse! The Crisp Point Lighthouse Historical Society is
working hard to rebuild the lighthouse through donations made
to them. Won’t you please consider making a donation to help
them continue their efforts. It would be awesome to see Crisp
Point still be here in the future.

Crisp Point Light Historical Society
Officials & Board Members
Don Ross, President and Board Member
Dee Smith, Merchandise Coordinator & Board Member
Terri Brockway, Newsletter & Board Member
Bernie Hellstrom, Board Member
Mike Warren, Board Member
Rick Brockway, Newsletter Editor & Board Member

ATTENTION ORV RIDERS
Please do not ride the beach or dunes when visiting the
lighthouse.

Above Matt Cameron and Dianne Sweeter prepare to
meet visitors at the CPLHS booth at the Festival. The
CPLHS booth did very well this year as the attendance
was up from the past couple of years.
Turn to page 4 for more on the festival

Crisp Point Light
Historical Society
Newsletter # 23

December 2008

Page – 4

New Membership List:

We cannot thank all of you
enough for supporting Crisp Point Light Historical Society.
Your memberships and membership renewals are so
encouraging. Listed below are the new members to Crisp Point
Light Historical Society since the last newsletter. If you do not
see your name here, then you may have missed the cut off date.
Please check the next newsletter. Thank you to all who have
joined or renewed their memberships. We could not achieve
what we do without you!

New Single Members

Great Lakes Lighthouse
Festival Continued
Also at the 2008 festival, Crisp Point Lighthouse was
honored on a Limited Edition wine bottle from Stoney
Acres Winery of Alpena. The winery is a family run
business that wanted to do something to help out the
GLLF, so they came up with the idea of doing a special
wine with the year’s featured lighthouse on the label. A
portion of the sales of the wine will be donated to the
lighthouse groups that participate in the Great Lakes
Lighthouse Festival. Once all 200 of the Limited Edition
bottles of wine are sold, the winery will be contacting
the participating lighthouse groups to disperse the
proceeds. For information on purchasing one of the
last remaining bottles of this numbered limited edition
wine with Crisp Point on the label, you can call the
winery at 1-989-356-1041.

Sharon Thurston – Gladwin, MI
Howard Pray – East Tawas, MI
Judith Oliver – Mackinaw City, MI
Mary Sanderson – Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Jayne Mulloy – Oshkosh, WI
Anglea Tiberio – Allendale, MI
Sue Dilsworth – Allendale, MI
Lydia Laurenson – Chicago, IL
Brett Hanocer – Chicago, IL
Michael P. Brady – Hell, MI
Chris Brockway – Howell, MI
Lynne Carmody – Paradise, MI
David Miller – Middleville, MI
Marilyn J. Workman – New Glarus, WI

New Family Members
Joseph & Gayle Sinyakovich – Franklin, WI
Joan & Don Gish – Blaine, MN
Walter & Holly Cowden – Oklahoma City, OK
Bill & Deb Mangham – Paradise, MI
Jim & Marty Carnes – Paradise, MI
Donald Franck & Sandra McCoy –
Grosse Point Shores, MI
Dan & Beverly Ainsworth – Battle Creek, MI
Robert A. Brooks, Family – Wichita, KS
John & Barbara Hysell – Midland, MI
Bill & Joyce Durliat – Findlay, OH
Sam, Terri, Nic & Zac Minor – Boyne City, MI
Sable Points Lighthouse Keepers Ludington, MI

New Lifetime Members
Mary McIntyre – Bronx, NY

Above, the winery manager Amy, holds one of the
special limited edition bottles of wine with Crisp Point
lighthouse on the label
Mark your calendars now for the 2009 Great Lakes
Lighthouse Festival to be held October 8-11, 2009. For
more information on the festival, visit their web site at:
www.lighthousefestival.org
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Sponsor the Porta Potty’s

possession of the key must remain in possession of the key
until it is returned.

Buoy Light Update
Over this past winter, CPLHS Lifetime Member Charles Raths,
was able to make the eight triangular shaped outer lenses for the
buoy lens that CPLHS has on loan from the Valley Camp
Museum in Sault Ste. Marie Michigan.
Not only are these lenses triangular shaped they are also curved.
Charlie was able to make a special mandrel with the correct
curve and modify the temperature control of an old kitchen oven
to obtain the perfect temperature to mold the lexan replacement
glass into the proper shape. The new replacements were
delivered to Don Ross in June and they were a perfect fit.
When the time is right, we will be displaying the buoy lens at
the lighthouse. There has been talk of placing it on the pedestal
where the fourth order lens once sat. Thanks Charles for a job
well done.

If you would like to sponsor one or more month’s rental for
the Porta Potty’s, please call Don Ross for further information
at 1-906-492-3206. If all goes well in 2009, we will be able to
cancel this program by mid summer.

Picture above shows the electronic devices used to control the
temperature of the oven. Below is the mandrel used to shape the
lens.

Bottom view of the Limited Edition Crisp Point Replica from Harbour
Lights in the “This Little Light of Mine” series.

Lighthouse Keepers Program 2009
Active C.P.L.H.S. members interested in participating in the 2009

Keepers program, please contact Dee Smith at 906-492-3496.
You will get the key for the lighthouse so you can keep it open
during the day and greet visitors to Crisp Point Lighthouse.
We ask that only one family or couple at a time participate in
the program so that you can spend the evenings alone. You can
set up a camper, tent or stay in a motel and drive out each day.
Please remember that due to liability issues, only members in
good standing will be given the key. The member who takes

The eight new lenses plus a spare.
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Crisp Point Service Building continued
was plastered. In August the brickwork above the door was
completed. Rick Brockway laid the bricks with help mixing
the mortar from Mike Allen and Don Ross. In September
Rick and Terri Brockway, with some help from Don Ross,
painted the foundation of the service building and painted the
interior. In 2009 we will install the interior trim around the
windows and finish painting the interior and exterior trim.
Also in 2009 we hope to re-build the ramp to the beach on
the east end of the boardwalk and build the new building to
house the restrooms and interpretive center. This new
building will be built following the design of the foghorn
building that once stood on the lighthouse grounds. Through
several weeks of working with the county and government
agencies, Don has finally received all the permits to proceed
with the new building. As soon as the spring weather allows,
this construction will begin.

Above, Craig, Don and Bernie mark one of the valley pieces
for the roof for cutting. Below, Don performs that perfect
cut as Craig holds the piece steady.

Above, completed roof as seen from the top of the towers
Center, is picture of the newly plastered service building
interior and below, Terri is putting primer on the foundation.
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2009 Summer Conference
th

Mark July 18, 2009 on your calendar now. The 13 Annual
Crisp Point Conference and Picnic is truly an event you will
not want to miss. We will meet at 10:00 a.m. (coffee ready
at 9:00am) at the Whitefish Township School in Paradise on
the day of the conference. Coffee, juice, baked goods, etc.
will be provided for breakfast. We will be giving everyone an
update on the happenings and future happenings at Crisp
Point. Next you can pack a lunch to eat at Crisp Point or
you can eat it at the school. Once out at the lighthouse, we
will enjoy hot dogs with all the fixings weather permitting.
The cost is $10 per person, children 12 and under are free.
All are welcome. Call us at (906) 492-3206 or (906) 4923496 if you have any questions (or email Don at
donross@jamadots.com).

Visitor Statistics
Visitor statistics are compiled from the visitor logbook
posted at the lighthouse. When visiting the lighthouse
please sign the logbook and be counted. This is the only
way we have of tracking our visitors.
2001 – 27,608 2005 – 20,528
2002 – 28,412 2006 – 21,160
2003 – 22,644 2007 – 19,224
2004 – 22,828 2008 – 19,980 thru 10/1

CLOSE OUT SALE
The last remaining women’s and men’s golf / tennis shirts
are being closed out at tremendous savings. The women’s
shirts are now $10.00 and the men’s are $15.00. Many
sizes and colors are still available. Call Dee for availability
of your size, but do it early because at these prices they
are sure to go fast. 1-906-492-3496

Crisp Point Lighthouse
web site
Crisppointlighthouse.org
If you haven’t visited the Crisp Point Lighthouse web site
in a while, now would be a good time to take a fresh look.
Cameron has been diligently updating the web site with
new pictures and historical data. Cameron has also
added more pictures to the fundraiser item, so you can
see what you are buying before you place that order. The
online order form can be viewed, filled out, and printed
online to be mailed with your payment.
An interesting note Cameron would like to share is that
between 7/28/05 and 4/20/08 we have received online
requests for 106 Newberry, 87 Paradise, and 155 Crisp
Point Lighthouse brochures from our web site. As you can
see, Crisp Point is one of the favorite destinations when
visiting the Eastern Upper Peninsula.
If you would like to make a Pay Pal donation you may
also do that from the web site. Cameron and Don are
working with Pay Pal to have online merchandise
payment also, but this has not been completed at this
time. When it is finalized we will update the web site.
If anyone has historical pictures and or facts they would
like to share, please forward the information to our web
master through the web site or send it to Don Ross.

Crisp Point Lighthouse Artifacts
This past summer Rick and Terri Brockway had the
opportunity to meet John Warren. John was the husband
of Joanne (Singleton) Warren, granddaughter of Joe
Singleton. Her father was Roy Singleton, one of Joe's
sons. During the visit we were able to view many original
artifacts from Crisp Point including Joe’s log book, the
Crisp Point Light Station sign, Joe Singleton’s telescope,
a piece of the Fresnel lens, (both pictured below) and
more. In the next newsletter we will have more of the
pictures.

