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M-123 Closure
The bridge over Murphy Creek about 9 miles north
of Newberry is being replaced. As a result of this
construction, M-123 will be closed until
approximately June 24. Those visitors driving to
Crisp Point on M-123 through Paradise will not be
affected. If you plan to drive to Crisp Point from
Newberry, Deer Park, Grand Marais or Munising,
you will have to take an alternate route. For more
information, please call the Newberry Area
Chamber of Commerce at 906-293-5562 or email
director1@lighthouse.net.

Camping Weekend
There’s still time to participate in the Memorial Day
Camping Weekend at Crisp Point Light, May 27-30.
Members of Crisp Point Light Historical Society are
welcome to bring their tent or camper and spend
the weekend at the Light. There will be a small
amount of work to do, but most of your time can
be spent visiting with other members and relaxing.
To sign up or get more information, please call Rick
Brockway at (517) 230-6294 or email
cplhs@sbcglobal.net.

CPLHS Annual Conference
Don’t forget to mark your calendars! The 15th Crisp
Point Annual Conference will take place on Saturday, July 16, 2011. The meeting will start at 10:00
am at the Whitefish Township School in Paradise.
Coffee will be available starting at 9:00 a.m. for
those who would like to arrive earlier. Your admission price includes all three meals that day. Breakfast and lunch will be served at the school and a
hotdog dinner will be prepared out at the lighthouse.
In the morning, we will hear all the latest news
concerning the lighthouse, Crisp Point merchandise
will be available for purchase and we will hold our
annual auction. One of the auction items this year
is a unique 24” silhouette similar to those given to
donors to the rock fundraiser. We will also have a
special guest speaker, Nathan Gregorich, the Ship
Manager of the Museum Ship Valley Camp.
The conference pricing has been changed this year.
Individuals are now $12 per person, and we have a
new family price of $30. Children 12 and under are
always free. Everyone is welcome, you do not need
to be a CPLHS member to attend. Sign up using the
form on page 4 of this newsletter, pay at the door,
or visit our website and print out the form. If you
would like to help, or have other questions, please
call Rick at (517) 230-6294.
We would like to limit the auction to a reasonable
length. If you have a special item you would like to
donate, please call Rick at the number above to
make sure there is still space open for your item.
If you would like to donate food for the lunch,
please call Rick or email cplhs@sbcglobal.net to
find out what is needed.
Hope to see you there!
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Volunteer Keeper Program
Due to the tremendous response to our volunteer
keeper program, all dates from mid-May to midOctober are booked, except for 2 days in May.
Thank you to all those who have offered their time
to assist visitors at the light!
From time to time we do have cancellations. If you
would like to fill in, check the online calendar:
www.localendar.com/public/crisppointlighthouse,
or give Rick a call at 517-230-6294. For more details
about acting as a keeper, please visit this page:
crisppointlighthouse.org/volunteerkeepers.html.

These interesting shapes are formed from ice left
on the wooden structures in the water after the
rest of the ice melted. Photos by Rick Brockway.

Volunteer keepers for 2012 may reserve dates by
the following method:
Members who were keepers during 2011 may
reserve the same week (i.e. 3rd week of July) or
weekend (i.e. 2nd weekend of June) for 2012.
Reservations for the same time period for next year
will be accepted from September 1 to September
30, 2011. Beginning October 1, reservations for
2012 will be on a first come-first served basis.

GPS
crisppointlighthouse.org
Don’t forget to visit the web site to see lots of
pictures of Crisp Point Light. You’ll also find the
latest news, past issues of this newsletter, lodging
information, driving directions, and history. Crisp
Point merchandise is available to order using
PayPal. If you’d rather keep your newsletter intact,
all the forms can be printed from the web site.

If you use a GPS to guide you to the lighthouse,
please do not start it until you are already on
County Road 500. This way, you will be assured of
following the standard route. Otherwise, you may
find yourself taking an unpleasant drive down
logging roads or snowmobile trails.

Facebook
Look for the Crisp Point group on Facebook! Search
for Crisp Point Light Historical Society, and join the
group. Visitors can post photos, comments, questions and events for all to see.

How Much Do You Know About
Crisp Point Light?
Can you answer these questions correctly? Do
your best, then check the answers on page 4.

1. In which county is the lighthouse located?
2. Which magazine once listed Crisp Point Light
as the Most Endangered Light in the United
States?
3. In what year did the light begin operating?

17. How deep is the foundation under the tower?
18. When the light was approved for
construction, how many acres of land were
purchased?
19. How many of those acres remain today?
20. What type of lens was installed in the lantern
room when it was built?
21. How tall is the tower?
22. What year was CPLHS formed?

4. When was the light decommissioned?

23. What happened to the keeper’s house and all
the other buildings?

5. Don & Nellie Ross founded the Crisp Point
Light Historical Society. Where were they
from?

24. How much state or federal funds were used to
pay for construction of the new Visitor Center
building?

6. How many steps to the top?

25. In the year 2000, trees were planted in an
effort to stabilize the ground around the
tower. How many trees?

7. Where did the name Crisp Point come from?
8. How did Don & Nellie first see Crisp Point
Light?
9. Paradise and Newberry are the closest towns.
How far from the light are they?
10. What was destroyed by the waves in
November, 1996?
11. Who owns the lighthouse?
12. When is the Crisp Point Light Historical
Society Annual Conference?
13. How many members belong to CPLHS?
14. What improvement did the Coast
Guard make in 1941 that eliminated
the need for a lighthouse keeper?
15. How far was the original parking lot
from the lighthouse?
16. The new Visitor Center building is a
replica of which original building?

Bonus: What did it say on the sign in front of Don
& Nellie’s house in Paradise?

Crisp Point Light
Historical Society
Newsletter # 31

May 2011

Page 4

Answers to the quiz on page 3.
1. Luce County

12. The 3rd Saturday of each July, This year it is
July 16
13. 485 individuals and families
14. Installed a battery and generator so the light
could be automated
15. Half of a mile

2. Lighthouse Digest, 1997

16. The fog signal building

3. 1904

17. 10-1/2 feet to grade

4. 1993

18. 15 acres

5. Ohio

19. Less than 3-1/2 acres

6. 62

20. A 4th order Fresnel lens

7. It is named after Christopher Crisp, an early
chief of Lifesaving Station #10
8. They were on vacation in the Upper Peninsula
and lost their way, ending up near the tower

21. 58 feet
22. 1992
23. The Coast Guard destroyed them in 1965

9. 36 miles

24. None

10. The entrance building at the base of the tower

25. 90 trees

11. Luce County

Bonus: The Old Mill

CPLHS MEMBERSHIP, DONATION & CONFERENCE FORM
Name

Phone #

Address

E-Mail
State

City
Membership

New
Renewal

Donation

1 year Single $20.00
1 year Family $30.00

Zip
2 year single $35.00
2 year Family $50.00

I would like to make a donation in the amount of $
A lifetime family membership comes with a donation of $500 (may be tax deductible, consult your tax adviser)

Conference July 16, 2011
Number of Adults=

$12 per person, $30 per family, children 12 & under are free
Number of Children under 12=

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CPLHS
Mail to: CPLHS, Rick Brockway, 450 W. Marr Rd., Howell, MI 48855

total $
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Rock Fundraiser Update
A huge THANK YOU to the following people who
have generously donated money to help pay for
the large rocks protecting the lighthouse. So far
we have raised just over $4,000!

E-Mail Newsletter
CPLHS members can get the quarterly Crisp Point
newsletter sent directly to their email. The electronic version is in color, and any or all of the pages
can be easily printed. You can also have it sent to all
the email addresses in your household. 180 members have chosen the electronic newsletter, saving
CPLHS approximately $700 each year! Your address
will be used only for Crisp Point business and will
NEVER be shared. It’s very easy to switch to e-mail,
just email Margaret at crisppoint1904@yahoo.com.

John Briggs
Ronald Cunningham

Welcome!

Jon & Andrea Dajnowicz

Thank you to all the current members who have
recently renewed their membership, we appreciate
your support! Welcome to these new members of
CPLHS:

Paula Renker & John Grambau
Dolly-Ann Grocki
Steve Hanson
Wayne & Karen Kettler
Michael Loyson
Jim & Carolyn Michael

Samantha Belles—Waukesha, WI
Kevin Bohl—Hudsonville, MI
Gretchen & Thomas Kirk—Germantown, TN
Matthew Robinson—Brighton, MI

Terry Niederlander
Donna Payne
Charlene Taylor
Daniel Weiler

Visitor Center Fundraiser
The following people have contributed to the fundraiser to build the visitor center building. Thank you
to all who have helped us raise over $18,000!
Sponsor a Board

Thank you!
Thank you to Rick Brockway and Stan Klein for
opening up the visitor center and bathrooms and
getting them ready for the new season.
Thank you to Elaine & Larry Watson and Stan &
Mary Klein for attending the Paradise Area
Chamber of Commerce Spring Show, and to Elaine
for speaking about Crisp Point Light.
Thank you to Inge Spaulding for making sure that
we would have a guest speaker at the conference
this summer.

Marilyn Murphy Feather
Ryan Lothian

CPLHS now offers patches. Buy one online
or use the order form on the back page.

Crisp Point Rocks!
The large rocks along the bank have protected the lighthouse for many years. The first ones were placed
in 1999, and additional rocks were added in 2003 and 2007. These have served us well, but more are
needed. The rocks are being undermined by the waves, and the bank on the east end collapsed during a
storm in 2009. New rock has been delivered by Lechner Construction, and they have generously allowed
us to make partial payments. At this time, we are asking for your help, in the form of a donation that will
help pay for the rocks. As a bonus, donors may receive a silhouette similar to the new sign on the visitor
center. These are exclusively available to those who contribute to this fundraiser and will not be sold
separately. Those who donate $60 will receive a round silhouette, 10 inches in diameter, while donors of
$100 will receive a 14 inch silhouette.

The silhouettes, at right,
are made of laser cut
stainless steel and are
similar to the new sign
on the Visitor Center
shown at left.
These silhouettes will
only be available until
the end of 2011.

Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone

Email
$100 Donation (receive 14" silhouette)
$60 Donation (receive 10" silhouette)
$__________Donation to rock fundraiser
Make checks out to: Crisp Point Light Historical Society

Please mail check & form to: Margaret Warren, 11030 Brookfield, Livonia, MI 48150
Questions, please call (734) 421-7512 or email crisppoint1904@yahoo.com. All contributions will be
recognized in an upcoming newsletter. Donations may be tax deductible, consult your tax adviser.
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Harbour Light Replica
We are happy to announce that CPLHS has ordered
300 miniature replicas of Crisp Point Light made by
Harbour Lights. This item will be a little different
than the previous replicas. It will not be numbered,
but will have “CPLHS” on the bottom. Also, the new
replica will have a fall color scheme. The replicas
are exclusively available through CPLHS, they will
not be sold by Harbour Lights or any other vendor.
The price for each miniature will be $24.95 (set by
Harbour Lights). Though they will not be available
until sometime this summer, you may pre-order
now by using the order form on the back page of
this newsletter. You may also order on the website
using PayPal.
If you are interested in purchasing one of these,
don’t wait too long. We have received orders for
more than 50 of them already!

A sample of the new replica.

eBay Giving Works Program
If you buy or sell on eBay, please remember that
you can support Crisp Point Light at the same time.
Sellers can set a percentage of their sale to go
directly to CPLHS. Buyers can search for listings that
are donating money to Crisp Point. So far, we have
received $7.80 from this program. For all the
details, please visit this page on our web site:
crisppointlighthouse.org/ebaygiving.html.

Have you seen the Crisp Point
hat pins?
Use the order form on page 8,
or order online using PayPal.

Directional Signs Vandalized
We were disappointed to find that four of the six
new directional signs that were installed last year
have been damaged. These signs cost $40 each and
there are no plans to replace them at this time.

CPLHS MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM
Name

Phone #

Address

E-Mail

City

State

Item

Size

Zip

Color

Quantity Price Ea.

Crisp Point T-Shirt "I Like My Beacon Crisp" on back, silk-screen lighthouse artwork on front
S-M-L-XL
gray-white-navy-stone blue-dk orange-sage green
$15.00
XXL
gray-white-navy-stone blue-dk orange-sage green
$17.50
XXXL
gray-white-orange
$19.50
Crisp Point Sweatshirt Heavy duty 50/50 Lee top quality, embroidered letters plus silkscreened artwork of lighthouse
S-M-L-XL
navy
$42.00
XXL
navy
$45.00
XXXL
navy
$48.00
Crisp Point Long Sleeve T-Shirt Heavy duty, silk screen of lighthouse, with embroidered lettering
S-M-L-XL
brick red-gray-bright orange
$29.00
XXL
brick red-gray-bright orange
$32.50
Crisp Point Denim Long Sleeve Shirt Top quality, embroidery at front pocket
S-M-L-XL
denim
$37.50
XXL
denim
$39.50
XXXL
denim
$45.00
CPLHS Jacket Crisp Point Light Historical Society and lighthouse logo embroidered on front *SPECIAL ORDER*
S-M-L-XL-XXL

red-green-black-khaki-royal blue-navy blue

$75.00

Tall L-XL
red-forest green-black-khaki-royal blue-navy blue
Crisp Point Hoodie Screen print CRISP POINT on front in white

$75.00

S-M-L-XL

oxford (light gray) - maroon

$24.00

XXL

oxford (light gray) - maroon

$26.00

XXXL
oxford (light gray) - maroon
$28.00
Crisp Point Embroidered Bucket Hat
S/M or L/XL
khaki
$14.00
Crisp Point Denim Cap embroidered, made of stonewashed denim
one size
blue- green- burgundy
$12.00
Harbour Lights Miniature - Fall at Crisp Point *PRE-ORDER* will ship Summer 2011
$24.95
Crisp Point Light Hat Pin
$3.50
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CPLHS
Crisp Point Lighthouse Ink Pen (black ink)
$1.00
Napkin Holder
$10.00
MAIL TO:
CPLHS
Architectural Survey Book
$22.00
Rick Brockway
Coffee Mug 14 oz.
$10.00
450 W. Marr Rd
Black Metal Silhouette 15" x 20"
$25.00
Howell, MI 48855
Black Metal Silhouette 21" x 28.5"
$35.00
Souvenir Shot Glass
$3.00
Shipping/Handling to U.S.
MERCHANDISE TOTAL
Merchandise
Shipping
SHIPPING (SEE CHART AT LEFT)
0-$5.00
$2.95
SUBTOTAL
$5.01-$25.00
$7.95
MI RESIDENTS, ADD 6% SALES TAX (X .06)
$25.01-$50.00
$10.95
Questions?
TOTAL
$50.01-$75.00
$14.95
email: cplhs@sbcglobal.net
$75.01 and up
$17.95
call: 517-230-6294 or 517-546-5283

Total

