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CRISP POINT LIGHT 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Newsletter 59     March 2020 

PO Box 229, Paradise, Michigan 49768 

Jamie (517) 230-6294 or email: cplhs@sbcglobal.net     Website: www.crisppointlighthouse.org 

Editor: Jamie Rolfe   cplhs@sbcglobal.net   (517) 230-6294 

CPLHS Facebook group page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/crisppointlighthouse/ 

Friendly Reminder: Please let us know when there is an address change. We do resend to new 

addresses when we can find them but this process takes time and requires additional funds. 

Your attention to this is greatly appreciated. 

CPLHS Board of Directors 

We would like to thank John Raths and 

Elaine Watson for their time, dedication, 

and hard work they have done for Crisp 

Point Lighthouse, as they step down from 

the board of directors. We wish them all 

the best in their future endeavors and 

hope to see them at the lighthouse and 

other related events. Thank you to both of 

you! 

The board is accepting applications for new board members. Anyone who is inter-

ested in becoming a board member must be a Life-time Member and send their 

application to Jamie Rolfe (by mail or email). Applications can be found on the website @ http://

crisppointlighthouse.org/boardmemberapplicationform11-2019.pdf  If you have any questions please con-

tact Jamie. 

 Current Officers are as follows: 

President: Jamie Rolfe     Other Board Members include: 

Vice President: Mike McMeans    Shelley Guy  

Secretary to the Board: William (Bill) Beasley  Cameron Lovett 

Treasurer: Jamie Rolfe      

Secretary to the President: Teri Beasley    

Photos by Cameron Lovett and Rick Brockway 

http://crisppointlighthouse.org/boardmemberapplicationform11-2019.pdf
http://crisppointlighthouse.org/boardmemberapplicationform11-2019.pdf
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We are saddened to report Life-time Member Charles D. “Chuck” 
Spaulding, age 76 of Big Rapids, passed away Monday, October 

21, 2019.  He was born May 29, 1943 in Holtville, California, the 

son of John and Constance (Bawcom) Spaulding.  Chuck spent 

most of his childhood in Louisiana and graduated from Neville 
High School in 1960.  He then enlisted in the United States Army 

serving two tours in Vietnam.  Chuck was honorably discharged 

after 22 years, retiring as a Command Sergeant Major and com-
missioned as a Captain in the Reserve.  During this time, he was 

highly decorated earning numerous medals for his devotion to his 

country. 

On May 30, 1964, Chuck married Inge Ertl in Austria and together 
they raised their daughter all over the world throughout his mili-

tary career.  After retiring from the service, Chuck attended North-

east Louisiana University and achieved his PHD in Healthcare Administration and began his 
next career as a professor of Pharmacy at Ferris State University in 1988 and retired in 2005.  

Chuck was involved in various organizations: he joined the Mason’s while he was stationed 

overseas, he was a life-time member of the Crisp Point Lighthouse Historical Society, a mem-
ber of the Big Rapids Eagles Aerie #2535, the American Legion in Florida, and the Disabled 

American Veterans.  Chuck enjoyed traveling, especially touring in their motor home, skiing, 

and boating.  He also participated in triathlons, country dancing, and enjoyed playing card 

games. 
Chuck was a fighter overcoming many hardships with his health.  He will be greatly missed by 

all who knew him.  Chuck is survived by his wife of 55 years, Inge Spaulding of Big Rapids; 

his daughter, Karen (fiancé John Kuikstra) of Big Rapids; two siblings, Craig (William Way-
bourn) of Virginia and Susan (Troy) Keenan of Louisiana; his aunt Betty Donald of Louisiana; 

and several nieces and nephews. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Crisp Point Light House Historical Society, 1119 Par-

melee Avenue NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504, Spectrum Health Hospice, the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, or any charitable veteran organizations. (Obituary by: Daggett-Gilbert Funeral 

Home).  

Our deepest sympathies to Inge, Karen and the rest of Chuck’s family. 

Charles “Chuck” Spaulding 1943—2019 

 

CPLHS is looking for an individual who would like to take over as 

newsletter editor. The requirements needed are an internet connec-

tion and Microsoft Word experience. Any skills with Microsoft Pub-

lisher is a plus. If you are interested please contact Jamie Rolfe @ 

(517)230-6294 or by email: cplhs@sbcblobal.net. 
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Crisp Point Light Historical Society 2019 
Story By :  Jamie Rolfe 

Photos by: Jamie Rolfe, Rick 

Brockway, Chris Brockway 

2019 Proved to be a very busy year for CPLHS.  The opening crew arrived May 17. Rick 

Brockway cleared the snow from the road and then 

the unloading began. Chris Brockway, Jeremiah 

Hartwell, Rick 

Brockway and an-

other family all 

helped to unload 

all merchandise in-

to the Visitor’s 

Center. Jamie and 

Derek Rolfe arrived 

the following day to organize the visitor’s center, set up 

new security cameras, and help with other opening duties. 

Jamie got the new Square system ready to go for the first 

Keepers.  

Memorial Family work week-

end came next. Many projects 

were underway including: 

bring the flagpole down for 

painting, a section of the 

boardwalk repaired, a weather 

station was installed, new 

clothing rack was put on the wall in the visitor’s center, more 

security cameras and cable were put in place, and the last of 

the name boards were put in place. Thank you to all the vol-

unteers that came to help out. 

After the keepers painted the flag-

pole, it was raised back up on June 

2nd with the help of Mike Allen, 

Rick Brockway, Derek Rolfe and the 

keepers. 

The lighthouse was closed for a 

few days at the end of June as an 

epoxy floor in the service building 

was placed. 
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During July and August the original keep-

er’s pad was expanded, a new pad was 

put in near the top of the parking lot, and 

the handi-cap parking spot was also ce-

mented. Thank you to Rick Brockway, 

Mike McMeans and all the other helpers 

with these projects. 

September 3rd brought changes to the board of directors as 

Rick Brockway stepped down as president. We wish all the best 

to Rick. 

October was quite a rainy and blustery month. Closing day we had warmer temps and the 

sun came 

out, which 

brought al-

most 155 

visitors!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this time Ken Wheelock went to work on the 

parking lot, by grading it and then spreading a new layer 

of gravel. Ken, Mike McMeans and Bill Beasley took turns 

packing down the gravel. Thank you to all who came out to help with closing duties! 

I would like to thank all of our keepers, volunteers, visitors and members for all your do-

nations, time, and support of Crisp Point Lighthouse. 

Looking forward to a great year in 2020. Wishing you all the best for the new year. 

We’ll keep the light on— Jamie Rolfe 

Closing crew from right to left: Duke Guy, Jamie Rolfe, Bill 

Beasley, Gina Moore, Rob Lederer, John Raths, Cameron Lovett, 

Shelley Guy, Mike McMeans, Jan Shaffer, Ken Wheelock. 
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Merchandise is available through our 

website: 

www.crisppointlighthouse.org 

Do you need to renew your membership or would you like 

to make a donation? If so, please use the insert included 

with the newsletter. Thank you. 

 

* Thank you to all who helped support Crisp Point in any way this 
year. 

* Thank you to all the keepers that help our visitors. 

* Thank you to our visitors for all your support. 

* Thank you to Bryan Lijewski from the State Historic Preservation 
Office for coming to offer support and suggestions for maintaining the 
tower. 

*Thank you to Rick Brockway for all your hard work and dedication 
to Crisp Point. 

By: Jamie Rolfe 

Thank you! 

New Items available by Heather Johnson. Only one piece available for each. 

Memory Box: $60 

Approx 12X10X2 inches 

Large Driftwood burning of Crisp 

Point: $60   Approx 23 Inches 

Small Driftwood burning of Crisp 

Point:$38  Approx 18 inches 
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If your kiddos or the kiddo inside you 

would like to share a memory, please 

send a typed story to Jamie Rolfe at 

cplhs1944@gmail.com 

Meet the board members 

Crisp Point was on the list of UP lighthouses to visit during yet another week-

end of exploring.  

Leaving Grand Marais, on unknown roads, was the start of a great adventure. 

Maps in hand and a good friend navigating, how hard could it be? 

The roads were awesome. My first trip on 412, I felt like a kid again. Every 

turn and hill revealed new sights, then without warning, the view of Lake Su-

perior appeared. Wow, just stop and look. Turning the corner with the feeling 

that it had to be close, the top of the tower was in sight. We’re here. After 

few hours of exploring and visiting, it was time to make the dreaded trip 

south and talk about plans to return.  

Memorial weekend was up next. I met a great group of volunteers and helped 

with projects.  

This was when I realized the Crisp Point felt like home. I’ve visited 3/4’s of all the lighthouses in Michi-

gan and several out of state. But haven’t had the “home” feeling.  From then on it became my place to 

go.  

I absolutely love it there and becoming a board member gives me the opportunity to be part of the 

continuing efforts to preserve it for future generations.  

Story and Photos by: Mike McMeans 

Membership Questions? 

Please contact Teri Beasley 
at crisppoint@gmail.com. 
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Support Opportunities for 
Crisp Point Lighthouse 

In addition to the support Crisp Point has been re-
ceiving through the E-Bay Giving Fund program, we 
can now receive support from Amazon.com and the 
Kroger Company, Kroger.com. 
 
Whenever you shop at Amazon.com just log into the 
site using this new web address: 
 https://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-3332080 
You will need to select the Crisp Point Light Histor-
ical Society as the Non-profit Group you support and 

shop as you normally would. For each qualifying pur-
chase a small portion will be directed to the Crisp 
Point Light Historical Society to help with the restora-
tion projects at Crisp Point. 
 
All the Michigan Kroger Stores with the exception 

of the Lambertville and Sturgis stores are participat-
ing in the Kroger Community Rewards Program. If 
you have and use a Kroger Rewards Card, you can 
now support Crisp Point Lighthouse every time you 
use your card. Please note Kroger Community Re-
wards starts fresh every May 1st, so you may have to 

re-sign up each April 1st to support the program. If 
you already have a Kroger Card, simply register your 
card online at krogercommunityrewards.com. The 
Crisp Point Light Historical Society Non-Profit Num-
ber is: MS733 

 
If you do not have a Rewards Card please consider 
getting one when you shop at Kroger’s and then reg-
ister CPLHS as the Non-Profit you would like to sup-
port. 

If you are not already participating in the PayPal Giv-
ing Fund when you are selling items on E-Bay please 
consider doing so. Please visit: http://
charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-
point-light-historical-society/42940/ to get started 

selling and supporting Crisp Point Lighthouse. 

 

Welcome New Members 
Scott White 

Jill Niedzwiecki 
Craig Hupy 

Shelly Bartosek 
Tom & Lida Gabler 

John and Diana Charboneau 
Undoing Reliance Project 

James McCrady 
Dennis Wilson 

James Tockstein 
Samantha Tockstein 

Pamela Carter 
Brandi Miller 
Patsy Holmes 
Cindy Ewing 

 

New Lifetime Member 
Valerie Radee  

Estate Planning? Please consider 

including CPLHS. 

Ink Cartridge Recycling 

If you have empty printer ink cartridges, please think of do-

nating them to CPLHS. We can save up to $400 a year by 

turning them in to be recycled. The money is used to pur-

chase office supplies, along with paper towels, toilet paper 

and cleaning supplies for the Visitor Center. Mail them to 

Jamie at the address on the front page, or drop them off at 

the Visitor Center in warmer weather. 

http://krogercommunityrewards.com
http://charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-point-light-historical-society/42940/
http://charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-point-light-historical-society/42940/
http://charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-point-light-historical-society/42940/

