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Deadline for the next
Newsletter submissions is
November 1, 2020

Through its 100+ years, Crisp Point has
‘seen’ many things. Whether it was Lakers quietly steaming by on calm waters,
freighters wrestling with tumultuous
seas, Surfmen desperately trying to rescue deckhands from Lake Superior’s icy
grip, World Wars, and even the 1918
Pandemic, Crisp Point’s light shined its
spark of hope through it all.
2020 is no different for the Crisp beacon
as the world navigates the uncharted

The Crisp Point Light Historical Society
overcame many challenges in order to
comply with the ever evolving Executive
Orders issued to keep visitors and volunteers safe. While, at the same time,
working to uphold the mission of Crisp
Point...to maintain, preserve and protect
the Lighthouse.
Using these Executive Orders as a compass, the CPLHS developed a comprehensive Covid-19 Response Plan which
can be reviewed on the website at
crisppointlighthouse.org and the Facebook page. Check out page 7 to see the
changes CPLHS has implemented to
keep everyone safe and the Visitor’s
Center Open.
Some things, however, remain unchanged; the shoreline still needs to be
stabilized with additional rock and the
Tower continues to need repair and restoration.
Board Members and volunteers set up a
new solar powered tower ventilation
system to improve airflow between the
inner and outer walls to help dry
Continued on page 2
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We Will Shine, continued
the bricks. The CPLHS
Board continues to research the best management plan for the
spalling brick and feel
this new ventilation
system will mitigate
Tower deterioration by
increasing air flow. Special thanks to John
Raths for his design and
fabrication of the system.

Far Left: Derek Rolfe installs
the Tower fan.
Left: Olivia Beasley helps to
install conduit.
Below: Shelley Guy and her
brother, Duke Guy,
prepare merchandise
for the gift shop.
Below left: Jamie Rolfe gets
ready for sales!

Photos courtesy of
Crisp Point Lighthouse
Facebook page

Another major project completed this weekend was preparing the Visitors Center for opening during the Pandemic; a plexi-glass shield was installed, flow patterns
established and merchandise set out for retail sales.
Mike McMeans and Jan Shaffer have been busy putting
together a major fundraiser to offset the cost of the additional rock to stabilize the shoreline. The Rock the Tower
Fundraiser has raised over $6500 to date; steadily climbing towards the estimated cost of $40,000! Rock work is
scheduled to take place in mid-September. See page 3
for donation information. CPLHS extends gratitude to
everyone for their gracious donations so far!
As the Pandemic continues to have economic consequences, the United States Lighthouse Society offered
twenty-four $1000 grant opportunities to Lighthouses in
the United States. Jamie reached out to them and, in return, the Crisp Point Lighthouse Historical Society was
awarded one of these mini-grants. Thank you, USLHS!

Merchandise is available
through our website:
www.crisppointlighthouse.org

research best practices for
ventilation to keep the
interior as dry as possible.
Board members are also pursuing grant opportunities to
assist in this major expense. Tower restoration is planned
to commence in 2021.

The next project underway is repair and restoration of
the Tower. As previously mentioned, CPLHS continues to
* Thank you to everyone who supports and has
supported Crisp Point in any way!
* Thank you to all the Keepers who help our visitors.
* Thank you to our visitors for your patience & support.
* Thank you to Bryan Lijewski from the State Historic
Preservation Office for coming out and offering
support and suggestions for maintaining the tower.
* Special thanks to the United States Lighthouse Society for awarding Crisp Point a $1000
Emergency Relief Grant!

Continued on page 8
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“Rock the Tower”
Fundraiser
With the record water levels in Lake Superior, Crisp Point Light Historical Society is again faced with the need to add rocks around
the base of Crisp Point Lighthouse. These water levels may remain high for the next few years; rocks around the tower and along
the boardwalk are settling & need to be stabilized. This project is scheduled to start in September 2020, will cost approximately
$40,000, and will add another layer of stone directly around the lighthouse. In total, it will add an additional 300-350 tons of stone.
Maintaining this protective base has become our highest priority in preserving Crisp Point. We are asking for your help to Rock the
Tower! Our goal is to raise as much of the estimated project cost as possible so that we have funds remaining in our accounts to do
a tower exterior restoration project again in the near future. Those who contribute at least $75 will receive a limited-edition t-shirt.
Those who contribute at least $150 will receive a limited-edition sweatshirt and those who contribute $200 or more will receive
both. We will order the items in batches about a month apart; please allow at least a month for the delivery of your item(s). There
are two ways to donate: 1) Fill out the form completely & mail with your check, or 2) Go online, visit http://
www.crisppointlighthouse.org/rockthetower.html & donate using the PayPal system. (You can use a credit card.)

Name___________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip____________________________________________________
Phone________________________ Email________________________________
______ $75 Donation – Get Limited Edition T-Shirt
Circle size: Small Medium Large XL XXL
Circle color: <Blue> or <Heather Graphite>
______ $150 Donation – Get Limited Edition Sweatshirt
Circle size: Small Medium Large XL XXL
Circle color: <Blue> or <Heather Graphite>

XXXL

XXXL

______ $200 Donation – Get Both Sweatshirt and T-shirt
(please choose sizes and colors above)
$________ Donation of any amount
(must be at least $75 to get a T-shirt or over $200 for both)
Make checks out to: Crisp Point Light Historical Society
Mail to: ℅ Jan Shaffer, 3035 Creekwood Cir, Bay City, MI 48706
The Crisp Point Light Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit. Your donations may be tax deductible,
please consult your tax advisor for deductibility. All donors will receive a donation thank you letter from
the Crisp Point Light Historical Society.

Thank you very much for participating in this very special fundraiser!
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The position of “Crisp Point Newsletter Editor” has transitioned, with this
issue, to Heather Johnson from Jamie Rolfe.
Thank you, Jamie, for keeping everyone informed over the last year!

Get to know your new editor!

By Heather Johnson

I live in Burton...very much in the city. Visiting Crisp Point is a
“magical” escape for me; preserving this valuable resource is one of my greatest
passions! I graduated from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor’s School of
Natural Resources and Environment with a Master Degree in Science; “majoring”
in dual programs; Conservation Ecology and Behavior, Communication and Education. You can read more about my Crisp Point involvement on page 6.
I look forward to hearing your stories, sharing them with others and inform
everyone of Crisp Point news and events!

CPLHS Lighthouse Conference
LOCATION:

WHITEFISH COMMUNITY CENTER
7052 N M 123. Paradise, MI 49768

TIME:

9:00am - Light breakfast
10:00am - Conference begins
Noon - Lunch

CONTACT:

Shelley Guy; phone: 616.994.3144 or email: hdbluedeil@chartermi.net

July 17, 2021

Conference Speakers
With the postponement of the 2020 Lighthouse Conference, we are pleased Dianna Stampflers, author and
researcher, will still speak about the history of some of the most spookiest beacons in Michigan. She has been
researching this topic for over twenty years and recently released her first book, “Chronicles of Michigan’s Haunted
Lighthouses.”
Is Crisp Point really a haunted lighthouse? Maybe we find the answer. I, for one, can not wait to hear these great
presenters. So, join us July 17. Hope to see many of you.

August 2, 2021
Through
August 10, 2021
Crisp Point Alaskan Fundraising Cruise
Join us on a fundraising cruise to Alaska! We will be flying in to Seattle, on August 2, 2021; the cruise aboard the Carnival Freedom, begins August 3, 2021 and ends back in Seattle on August 10, 2021. Deposits are $400 per person.
Each stateroom receives $100 shipboard credit which includes a one hour meet-n-greet with free beverages. This is a
fundraising cruise; we ask you to donate $125.00 per person. These proceeds go to the Crisp Point Light Historical
Society for preservation and restoration. Air fare not Included. Call the number below for current prices/ availability.
Call Jerry Roach at 810-793-2468 to reserve your space.
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Entries from the Keeper Journal
Never A Dull Moment at the Crisps Life Saving Station
Many people do not realize before Crisp Point had a lighthouse, a life saving station was built at Crisp Point in 1875. The station
became operational in 1876 and was called Life Saving Station #10. It began its life under the command of Life Saving Station
Keeper David Grimmond followed by the appointment of new Keeper, Christopher Crisp, in 1878. In 1883, the naming of the life
saving stations using a number was discontinued due to the ever increasing number of life saving stations built nationwide by the
US Life Saving Service and the constant renumbering of stations. Station #10 became known as Crisps, after Christopher Crisp.
The life saving station Keepers had to keep a journal of all the activities at each station. One might think these journal entries
would be very boring to read...In many cases, they are. However, we found some journal entries to be surprisingly interesting.
On December 1, 1897, James Hunter assumed charge of the station at Crisp Point. In a little over a month, he had to deal with
some life threatening issues as you will see below from his journal entries; these entries were completed by Captain Hunter in
pencil and were, at times, hard to read and decipher. We did the best we could.
January 11, 1898 - At 1:30 a.m. I was called over to Cooks House and was told that Surfman
Keating was going to burn down his house, it being near the boathouse I went over to see him
and found him heartily drunk he having everything piled on the floor it looked as though he intended to do it. I asked him what was the matter and he said he was going to burn down the
house and shoot his wife he had drove her away the night before. I tried to reason with him for
over two hours but could not. His wife came to the station at 4 p.m. and asked me to protect her
and boy. I took them in the station and at 7:30 p.m. he came after her and came the back way
with the gun and started to get her and she ran out of doors. I and my wife and Mrs. Cook held
him at the door until his wife got away. No men being around at that time could not do nothing
with him he patrolled with his gun in hand until 11:30 and then went back to his house. I kept
watch all night – think he might set fire to some of the buildings. James Hunter, Keeper
January 12, 1898 - Stood watch all night on account of Keating threatening to burn down his
house. All quiet after 11 PM. Keating came over this morning and wanted the use of the telephone. I refused his request and told him to keep out of the station and from all public property. Captain James B. Hunter
He told me that he would not come in the service next season. James Hunter, Keeper
January 13, 1898 - Mrs. Keating returned home everything being quiet thanking me for assistance and shelter. James Hunter, Keeper
January 16, 1898 - Mr. John Keating came over to the station and apologized for all he had said and done and was very sorry that
any thing like that should have taken place and wished to be taken back into the service in the Spring. James Hunter, Keeper

New Memberships
Carri Latta - Kalkaska, MI
Janice Rabideau - Wayland, MI
Douglas Markusic - East LeRoy, MI
Justin Pomranky - Traverse City, MI
Bernadine Carrell - Jackson, MI
Randolph Larivee - Caseville, MI
Melissa Sprague - Michigan Center, MI
Samuel Kindervater - Birmingham, AL
Kayleen Hormann
Anita Kielpinski - Midland, MI
Lifetime Memberships
Betty Laur-Varner - Midland, MI
Membership Questions?
Please email Teri Beasley
at crisppoint@gmail.com

Ink Cartridge Recycling
Mail cartridges to Jamie at the
address on the front page, or drop
cartridges off at the Visitor Center.
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MEET THE NEWEST
BOARD MEMBERS

T ERI B EASLEY

Moving to Michigan in 1989, my husband, Bill, and I set forth to learn more about the
state and quickly learned Michigan has many lighthouses. Bill and I made it a mission to
see as many as we could. In 1998, guided by a map, and the few “white picket fence”
lighthouse signs nailed to the trees, we set out in search of Crisp Point. We weren’t far
down what we now know is CR500 when we determined this would not be a quick trip!
By the time we got to CR412 our 2 year old, Lorelei, had had enough of the car seat and
decided to take over the steering duties sitting on Bill’s lap! About two hours after leaving M123, we arrived at the “parking area” ¼ mile west of the lighthouse and started
walking east on the beach to it. Soon, we could see the top of the tower. Once at the
light, we were saddened by what we saw; the
shoreline had eroded so much the entry building Photo courtesy of Teri Beasley
had collapsed. Unbeknownst to us, Crisp Point Light was one of the most endangered lighthouses in the United States. We vowed we would help in any way we
could as we’d fallen in love with the peace and tranquility of the area. In 2009,
we visited Crisp Point again, noticing numerous changes. In 2013, we attended
our first Family Work Weekend chipping in on the projects and eventually becoming Lifetime Members of the Crisp Point Light Historical Society. In 2016, I
volunteered, and was appointed, for the open position of “Secretary to the PresPhoto courtesy of Teri Beasley
ident”, primarily taking care of the membership list. This was right in my skill set as I was employed as a membership
secretary. It is an honor to serve you, the members, and have the confidence of the remaining board members.

H EATHER J OHNSON
Crisp Point first appeared on my radar in the late 90’s/early 2000’s after
reconnecting with my Aunt who lives in Paradise. She told me about
this beautiful lighthouse in danger of “toppling over” into Lake Superior.
I was intrigued.
My significant other and I soon ‘discovered’ Crisp on a weekend adventure; we felt the magic as soon as we finally reached the desolate grassy
area and saw the ‘tired tower’.
I am an artist, grant writer and keeper; involved with Crisp for about the last 8
years. Keeper time at Crisp is one of our annual highlights. It’s a time when the
energy found only at Crisp Point inspires and revives that creative spark for my
artwork (and my sanity!!). My medium is driftwood I collect from the Great Lakes
while my focus is Nature and maritime/nautical scenes related to Michigan, the
Great Lakes and Crisp.

Photos courtesy of
Heather Johnson

As an Environmental Educator, I craft public programs to increase awareness about the preservation
and conservation of the environment; passionate about reconnecting people with the Natural world
and all its amazing wonders! I enjoy teaching anything Nature; from Michigan’s rocky past to discovering life in a pond, leading a foray hunt for mushrooms to teaching people how to make maple syrup. I
love rockhounding along Lake Superior and joke that my “Aunt & Great Grandmother have found the
bulk of all the agates!”
Every time I leave Crisp Point and the Upper Peninsula to travel back to my home in Genesee County, I
leave a part of my heart there. We plan on relocating to the Upper Peninsula to collect all those pieces!
CPLHS Contacts and General Information can be
found at
http://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/contact.html

If your kiddos or the kiddo inside you would like
to share a memory, please email a story to
Heather Johnson at Heartwind77@gmail.com
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MEET THE NEWEST
BOARD MEMBERS

J AN S HAFFER

I grew up boating on the Great Lakes and always loved seeing the lighthouses. They were a highlight of our travels
and something I always enjoyed taking pictures of.
Life changes in 2017 gave way to meeting someone new in
2018; our first lighthouse trip was Thanksgiving weekend in
2018. The next trip took us to Crisp Point just after Christmas, by snowmobile. There would be another trip out in
February of 2019 by snowmobile. By that time, I was
hooked!
I was able to join in my first "work weekend" at the end of
May that year. Many more trips brought us to the lighthouse, as well as a lot of others that year, but Crisp Point
Photo courtesy of Jan Shaffer
always topped the list. The more time I spent there, the
Photo courtesy of Jan Shaffer
more I wanted to help and be a part of preserving its history. It led to my becoming a life member before the year
was out. As 2020 came in, I knew I wanted to become a part of the board.

2020 CPLHS OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS and APPOINTMENTS
President

Jamie Rolfe

cplhs@sbcglobal.net

Vice President

Mike McMeans

Keepermcmeans@gmail.com

517.230.6294

Secretary to the Board of Directors,
William (Bill) Beasley
Volunteer Keeper Scheduling

cplhsrecsec@gmail.com

989.859.1407

Deputy Secretary

Shelley Guy

hdbluedevil@chartermi.net

616.994.3144

Treasurer

Jamie Rolfe

cplhs@sbcglobal.net

517.230.6294

Deputy Treasurer,
Secretary to the President

Teri Beasley

crisppoint@gmail.com

Deputy Treasurer

Jan Shaffer

jan.seawise@gmail.com

Board Member

Cameron Lovett

Crisppointlighthouse@yahoo.com

Board Member

Heather Johnson

Heartwind77@gmail.com

810.955.7423

Gift Shop Manager

Jamie Rolfe

cplhs@sbcglobal.net

517.230.6294

Webmaster,
Online PayPal Manager

Cameron Lovett

Crisppointlighthouse@yahoo.com

Facebook Moderators

Jamie Rolfe

cplhs@sbcglobal.net

Cameron Lovett

Crisppointlighthouse@yahoo.com

Mike McMeans

Keepermcmeans@gmail.com

Bill Beasley

cplhsrecsec@gmail.com

Jan Shaffer

jan.seawise@gmail.com

Heather Johnson

Heartwind77@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

CPLHS Web Page www.crisppointlighthouse.org
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/crisppointlighthouse/

517.230.6294

989.859.1407

810.955.7423

