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Friendly Reminder: Please inform us of any address changes; resending to new
addresses takes time and requires additional funds. Your attention to this is greatly
appreciated! Please email updates to Teri Beasley at crisppoint@gmail.com.

Year in Review: 2021 Highlights
by Heather Johnson

Crisp Point Light Historical Society hit the
ground running in 2021 with a laundry list of
goals to achieve.

New Members
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Pages 5

Newsletter submissions is
March 15, 2022
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Crisp Point Merchandise
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The unusual mild May weather allowed for
the installation of a new solar panel frame.
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We were especially relieved and excited to
be able to fully open the Visitor’s Center and
Tower to guests in May.

Youth Art Contest
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2022 Annual Conference
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Crisp Point Light Historical Society hosted,
and is currently hosting a variety of different
types of contests in 2021. In addition to the
Fleece Blanket Photo Contest in March, a
Keeper Shirt Design Contest (see page 2 for
details) and a Youth Art Contest (see page 4
for details) are underway.
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In Gratitude
Page 7

The year started
off with exciting
news from the
S t a t e H i st o r i c
Preservation Office
when they awarded Crisp Point the
maximum award of
$60,000 from the
Michigan Lighthouse
Photo courtesy Heather Johnson Assistance Program
Grant to restore the Tower. Grant execution
is anticipated to be in full swing at the onset
of 2022 and the Tower restoration should
commence in the summer.

July and August, respectively!! Thank you,
visitors, for your positive comments and for
appreciating the Keepers who welcomed
them.

It seems the 15,000+ visitors who recorded
their names in the guest logs were anxiously
awaiting that opening, too! Visitors came
from as far as Ireland and India to experience
the magic of Crisp Point and, most agreed, “it
was an adventure to get here”. 3,071, 3,618,
and 3,969 people visited Crisp Point in June,
Continued on page 3
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Crisp Point Memorial and Honorary Plaque Program
makes a great H o l i d a y gift!
Memorialize or honor your loved one with a
special plaque at Crisp Point ...and also help raise
funds for the preservation and restoration of Crisp Point
Lighthouse! For a donation of $400, an image of Crisp Point Lighthouse
shines atop of the name of your loved one. The precision tooled bronze plaques
are ¼” thick, 3.5” wide, and 6” tall with an exterior grade clear coat. You can pick from two wording
options preceding the person’s name: 1) “In Memory of” or 2) “In Honor of”. Plaques are mounted
on existing posts along the walkways at Crisp Point. Plaques are only installed from May to October
each year; please allow at least six months for installation to occur.
*CPLHS is not responsible for theft, vandalism, acts of nature, natural deterioration, or any other issues beyond our
control to the plaques once installed at Crisp Point. CPLHS reserves the right to remove plaques for any reason.

There are two ways to donate:
1.) Fill out the following form completely and enclose payment.
Make check or money order payable to: Crisp Point Light Historical Society.
Mail to: CPLHS, 1337 Highland Street, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858.
Name___________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip____________________________________________________
Phone________________________ Email________________________________
Please specify one of the following (list first and last name only as space is limited on the plaque):
In Memory of: __________________________________________
In Honor of: ____________________________________________
2.) Pay online at PayPal using a credit card, debit card, or your PayPal account.
Go online and visit https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/memorial.html or scan the QR Code.

Crisp Point Light Historical Society is a
501 (c) (3) nonprofit. Your donations
may be tax deductible, please consult
your tax advisor for deductibility. All
donors will receive a donation thank
you letter from the Crisp Point Light
Historical Society. Thank you very
much for participating in this very
special fundraiser!

Once at the PayPal site, you can pay by using a credit card, debit card, or your PayPal account. You do not need a PayPal account
to use this service. Where it says "(Optional) Use this donation for", make sure to choose "In Memory of Plaque" or "In Honor of
Plaque" from the pull-down menu. You will also have the option to add more to the donation to help offset the processing fees.
On the next page, also tell us the name you want on the plaque where it says "Write a note (Optional)".

CALLING ALL CRISP POINT KEEPERS
Have you always wanted a hand in designing the next Keeper Shirt? Now is your chance!
Submit your artwork and design ideas to jan@crisppointlighthouse.org by Christmas.
Voting will be done via online poll for the winning design and colors for next year!!!
Good Luck Everyone...Can't wait to see your ideas!
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by Cameron Lovett

Another season is now behind us.
Thank you to everyone who came
out this year and visited us and for all
the volunteers that keep Crisp Point
ticking.

This year, we had 192 tons of rock placed around the lighthouse and east boardwalk to
help beef up our existing protection against erosion. In August, we had some good
news: the mean water level of Lake Superior went back to normal. In September, the
mean water level went to below normal and as of November, it is still below normal.
The water level in November 2021 was 1.08 feet lower than in November 2020! After
years of the level being above normal, we are relieved to have a break from the above normal trend. While erosion can, and
will, still occur (even with the lake level below normal), it hopefully won’t be as bad. The Army Corps of Engineers is forecasting the lake level to be below normal through April 2022.
In 2022 we are hoping to complete an exterior tower restoration, with the help of a grant from The Michigan Lighthouse Assistance Program, which is overseen by the State Historic Preservation Office. Be sure to check our Facebook pages next season for information on any temporary closures of the tower that will likely be required.
This year we also adopted a three mile stretch of M-123 between Luce County Road 500 and Newberry. We did not get as
many volunteers to help us with this work as I was hoping. If there is any chance you can help out with this work next year,
please contact me at crisppointlighthouse@yahoo.com and see our web site Calendar of Events or our Facebook Events
listings for more details. The first litter pick-up for 2022 will be May 14th.
We hope that everyone has a good holiday season and stays safe. We look forward to seeing you again next year!

Year in Review, continued

John Raths designed,
and built, the amazing frame to add
additional upgraded
solar panels. His

The newly formed Maintenance Committee spent the
summer tackling a variety of tasks. Restrooms, the first
priority for travelers, were an ongoing focus
of plumbing repairs and, after sanding and
priming, the doors were painted.
In June, Bill Beasley led the charge in preparation of rock placement for shoreline stabilization; removing a section of the eastern boardwalk. Mountain Stone completed the long
awaited shoreline stabilization project in July;
partially funded by donations received in the
Rock the Tower campaign.

Photo courtesy Heather Johnson

Above: John Raths lowers the old
solar panel frame while Chewy
Farlow and Cameron Lovett keep
it steady.
Right: Chewy makes final assessments while James Achtenberg
makes sure the panels don’t fly
like a kite! No worries, John’s
work is exceptionally durable!

skilled work at Crisp Point has been an integral part of
power at Crisp and we are forever grateful for dedicating his talents!

Also in June, the window was completely replaced on the west side of the Service Building (pictures on page 5).
July saw the return of the annual Crisp Point
Light Conference after its absence during the
Photo courtesy Heather Johnson

Continued on page 5
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Samantha Tockstein and Daniel
Belanger celebrated their love for
Crisp Point...and each other.
Samantha writes:
“I wanted to share an experience
with you!
My fiancé and I fell in love with the
Two Hearted River and the Crisp
Point Lighthouse. We love it all so
much that, on our six year anniversary, we took a trip up the river and got engaged! We “quickly” went to the Lighthouse and wrote our story in the visitors booklet and climbed to the top of the
Tower to capture the moment.”
Thanks for sharing your story and congratulations to you both!

Photo courtesy of Samantha Tockstein

CPLHS Youth Art Contest
CPLHS invites youth ages 6-15 to participate in a youth art contest.

REQUIREMENTS:









Submissions must show the Crisp Point Lighthouse tower.
Limit 2 entries per person.
Do not put names on the front of the artwork.
Artwork can be made using pastels, pencils, crayons, markers,
paint, etc. on a flat surface such as paper or poster board, etc.
No photography or digitally created entries.
The artwork must be handcrafted.
No entry fee.
Download, complete, and return the completed “Artwork Release
Form” with artwork.

SUBMISSIONS:
Submissions will be accepted between January 15, 2022 and March 15, 2022. Artwork may be scanned as
a high resolution pdf or photographed at a high resolution setting. Please do not photograph the artist with
the artwork. Attach the digital image to an email and send to linda@crisppointlighthouse.org. In the email,
please include the title of the artwork, the youth's name, the youth's age on March 15, 2022, the youth's Tshirt size, parent(s) name, address, phone number, and email address. Include the completed “Artwork
Release Form” with your artwork. The form can be downloaded at https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/
artworkrelease11-13-21.pdf.
The contest sponsor, CPLHS, retains the right to use the winning artwork submitted to this contest for a
new T-shirt and other promotional items for CPLHS. Any use of the artwork will include credit to the youth
artist (first name, last initial). All winning artwork may be posted on the CPLHS website and CPLHS social
media. Any personal identifiable information (except first name and last initial) will not be released to any
outside individual or organization.
Judging will be in 2 different age groups: 6-10 years old and 11-15 years old. There will be one winner from
each age group. The winners will be selected by the CPLHS Board of Directors. The winners will receive a
T-Shirt with the winning artwork and a one year family membership to CPLHS. Submitting an entry to the
contest means that you agree to the terms above.
Good luck and have fun!
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Year in Review, continued

2020 pandemic. Over 70 Crisp Point enthusiasts gathered to enjoy lunch catered by the local Berry Patch,
swap stories about their favorite Light and listen to
author of “Michigan’s Haunted Lighthouses”, Dianna
Stempfler.

Photos courtesy Heather Johnson

On a warm summer day in July, author Pamela Cameron took time to sign her book, “Sport, Shipdog of the
Great Lakes”. Her book is currently available for sale
online and Ms. Cameron will be the guest speaker at
the 2022 Annual Conference (see page 8 for details).

Above top: The deteriorating
west window of the Tower
allowed water to enter the
building.
Above right: The frame was much more deteriorated than we
thought!
Above bottom: The new window installed and sealed.

Welcome New Members
Daniel Applegate - Washington, D.C.
Mike & Elise Bennett - Flint, MI
Lynne Bradley - Mikado, MI
Sherry Burd - Cedarville, MI
Pamela Carter - Garden City, MI
Tanner Cawthon - Powell, OH
Danielle Forward - Augusta, MI
Gerhard Fussle - Winona Lake, IN
Kim Gossage - New London, NC
Roy Green - Midland, MI
Eileen Heil - Ramsey, MN
Deb Jones - Delphos, OH
Becky Kindel - Holt, MI
Marilyn King - Marlette, MI
Alex Kohout - Columbus, OH
Melinda Lankenau - Claypool, IN
James Lopez - Pinckney, MI
Dina R. Maneval - St. Johns, MI
Heather McNeilly - Redford, MI
Marijane Miller - Milaca, MN
Timothy Moore - Alma, MI
Kristian Morales - Dewitt, MI
Danette Narregan - Cassopolis, MI
Raya Olson - Williamsburg, MI
Mary Robart - MI
Susab Rook - Holt, MI
Tom Root - MI
Dallas Thimlar - Huntertown, IN
Ruth & John Tolsma - Zeeland, MI
Colleen Vandeway - Spencerville, IN
Lifetime Memberships
David & Cindy Ewing - Canton, MI
Kurt & Debbie Webber - Bridgman, MI

Throughout the season, the Maintenance Committee
members continued to “maintain”; removing trip hazards on the boardwalk, installing mini-blinds in the
Visitor’s Center (thank you, Duke Guy, for donating
the mini-blinds!), weather-sealing picnic tables and
improving (both mechanically and cosmetically) the
solar panel/conduit for the Tower fans. Work on the
conduit will continue in 2022. A fourth wall fan was
installed in the Tower to increase airflow within the
Tower and minimize moisture retention.
Continued on page 6

Deadline for the next
Newsletter submissions is
March 15, 2022

Find out more ways at:
www.crisppointlighthouse.org/how

Ink Cartridge Recycling
Membership Questions?
Please email Teri Beasley
at crisppoint@gmail.com

Please drop printer cartridges off at the Visitor Center.
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Year in Review, continued

Photo courtesy Jan McMeans

Additionally, two rotting window sills were repaired,
primed and painted inside the Tower while a leak
between the Service Building and the Tower was repaired. All of these repairs and improvements should
reduce the moisture in the Tower and mitigate the
deterioration of the Tower brick.

Photo cour
tesy
Rob
L

The first cleanup for 2022 is scheduled for
May 14 - we would certainly appreciate
anyone who could assist us in the Spring
cleanup! Contact Cameron at
info@crisppointlighthouse.org.
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New this year, Crisp Point Light Historical Society
adopted a three mile stretch of M-123 near County
Road 500. Cleanups were held on May 8, July 18 and
September 25. In total, thirteen people participated
in the cleanup, 38 bags of trash were filled in 8.25
hours. Thank you to everyone for keeping “our”
stretch of this Michigan highway clean!

Left: May 8 cleanup
crew. Front: Jan
McMeans. Front row:
Shelley Guy, Cameron Lovett, Amanda
Monroe. Back row:
Roger Lovett, Mike
McMeans, Linda and
Rick McKinney, Duke
Guy

Mike and Jan McMeans, along with
Linda and Rick McKinney, spent October
22nd organizing and packing away
the Visitor’s Center merchandise. On the
23rd, Cameron Lovett, John Raths, Rick and
Linda McKinney, Bill Beasley, Heather
Johnson, Glen “Chewy” Farlow, Shelley
Guy and her brother, Duke, finished a few repairs
to the boardwalk, replaced a fan in the Tower and
prepared the grounds for Crisp’s Winter nap.

Photo courtesy Cameron Lovett

Left: July 18 cleanup crew. Front: Rob
Lederer. Front row: Shelley Guy, Heather
Johnson. Back row: Cameron Lovett, Chewy Farlow
Above: September 25 cleanup crew. Front: Cameron
Lovett. Back: Bill Beasley, Roger Lovett, Shelley Guy, Duke Guy

Bill Beasley, Maintenance
Committee Chairperson,
says “There’s never a
shortage of things to repair!” and would like to
give special thanks to all
those involved in completing
the
projects
throughout 2021.
Photos courtesy Heather Johnson

Above: Rick McKinney strong arms the wedges for the
Visitor’s Center doors.
Right: Duke Guy and Rick McKinney.

Continued on page 7
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Above: Chewy Farlow, John Raths and Bill Beasley remove the well pump for the winter. Bill appears
ecstatic.
Right: Installing the “snow/sand” fence. From left to
right: Glen “Chewy” Farlow, Duke Guy, Cameron Lovett,
John Raths, Bill Beasley.

Unfortunately, this
but it might help!

won’t stop all of this

next spring

Great job, Achtenbergs, on Spring cleanup!

Far right: Connie and Connie Achtenberg remove sand
from the boardwalk in May...one shovel full at a time.

CPLHS received notice in Late November about a small pine tree
breaking off and falling on the Visitor’s Center roof. Thank you,
Michelle King, for notifying us and thank you, Cameron, for spending Thanksgiving weekend removing the tree. Thankfully, the roof
was not damaged. So grateful for everyone who holds Crisp near
and dear to their hearts!
Congratulations are in order to Board Members, Mike McMeans
and Jan Shaffer....now Jan McMeans. They were married in August on the shores on Whitefish Bay. Best wishes to them on their
new journey!

Photo courtesy Cameron Lovett

Photos courtesy Heather Johnson

Year in Review, continued

As we head into 2022, we are looking forward to welcoming new
Keepers, new members, new visitors and new adventures. We turn our attention to restoring the Tower, replacing the ropes along
the boardwalk and continuing the mission to preserve, restore, maintain and rehabilitate the Light for historical preservation.
2022 KEEPER DATES ARE STILL AVAILABLE!
Check the website at
www.crisppointlighthouse.org/volunteerkeepers.html or email Bill Beasley,
Keeper Coordinator, at keepercoordinator@crisppointlighthouse.org.

Thank you to everyone who
supports, and has supported,
Crisp Point in any way!
Thank you to all the Keepers who
fulfill the Mission of preserving the
Light and making our Visitors feel welcome.
Sincerest gratitude to Luce County Road Commission for their diligent work keeping County Roads 500 and 412 in such great shape!
A big thank you to all of the MDOT cleanup volunteers!
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CPLHS Lighthouse Conference
LOCATION:

WHITEFISH COMMUNITY CENTER
7052 N M 123. Paradise, MI 49768

TIME:

9:00am - Light breakfast
10:00am - Conference begins
Noon - Lunch, catered by Paradise’s Berry Patch Restaurant

CONTACT:

Shelley Guy; phone: 616.994.3144 or email: hdbluedevil@chartermi.net

July 16, 2022

Conference Speaker
We are pleased to welcome Pamela Cameron, author of “Sport, Ship Dog of the Great Lakes”
as the Guest Speaker. Ms. Cameron is a member of the Crisp Point Light Historical Society as
well as the Association for Great Lakes Maritime History, the Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers
Association, and the Great Lakes Historical Society. She has been an elementary and middle
school librarian and a public librarian in Wisconsin and Michigan.
Pamela will present information about lighthouse tenders that
she discovered while doing research for her book. More information about her book can be found at https://
sportshipdog.com. The book is currently available for sale on our
online gift shop at https://crisppointlight.square.site.
Admission is $10 for adults, $5 for children age 12 and under.
Please register by June 15, 2022 using the form below or email
Shelley Guy at hdbluedevil@chartermi.net with your name, address, phone number, and the number of people in your group to ensure your attendance. If confirming your attendance via email, admission can be paid at the conference but pre-paying by mailing in a check is preferred. Everyone is welcome; you do not need to be a CPLHS member to attend.
All of the conference details, including lodging options, is available at crisppointlighthouse.org.

Crisp Point received the
Tripadvisor Travelers' Choice
Award again this year! Based on
reviews, Crisp Point is placed in
the top 10% of attractions worldwide. We would like to thank all
of our volunteers for their hard
work to make this possible.

Ornaments, beanie hats, patches, challenge coins, puzzles, books, shirts,
mugs....and so much more!
All Crisp Point merchandise can be found online at

https://crisppointlight.square.site/

