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wrapping up  
2025 

by Gina Moore

October 18th marked the
conclusion of another
operating season at Crisp
Point. We had 49 groups of
dedicated keepers this year,
and their commitment was
essential to our success.
Throughout the season, the
keepers welcomed 20,631
visitors (data collected on
October 18th) from 48
states and 13 countries. This
reflects an approximate
16% increase compared to
2024. The only states not
represented were Vermont
and Rhode Island. We had
the pleasure of welcoming
visitors from New Zealand,
Italy, Canada, the United
Kingdom, the United Arab

Emirates, Mongolia, Spain,
Brazil, Ecuador, and Mexico.

This season, the lighthouse
underwent significant
restoration and
maintenance. National
Restoration successfully
finished phase one of a two-
phase project, which is
expected to be completed
in 2026. We are also very
grateful to Dane McClelland
from Camp 8 Services for
his assistance with various
projects this year.

We can’t thank everybody
enough for their
volunteerism and support!

Photo Courtesy of :
L i n d a  Mc K i n n ey  

mailto:crisppoint@gmail.com
mailto:info@crisppointlighthouse.org
http://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/crisppointlighthouse/
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  
M e s s a g e

B y :  C a m e r o n  L o v e t t

Another very productive sea son is  now behind
us.   Thank you to everyone who came out  to see
Crisp Point  this  year and to al l  the volunteers
that  helped keep Crisp Point  operating.   We
would not  be able  to do what  we do without  our
volunteers,  members,  donors,  and v is itors.
This  year we completed an interior  restoration
of  the l ighthouse.   The loose rai l ing going up
the stairs  wa s refa stened securely  to the wal l  by
Dane McClel land from Camp 8 Services.   After
that,  a  crew from National  Restoration came
out and repaired the pla ster  that  wa s damaged
or missing,  removed latex  paint  from the
interior  tower,  and then repainted the interior.
A l imewa sh paint  wa s used on the wal ls  of  the
tower,  just  l ike  what  wa s done on the exterior.
We are very happy to keep the l ighthouse
looking fresh!

P h o to  C o u r te s y  o f :  
G i n a  Moo re  

Potential  larger projects  for  the 2026 sea son include replacing and/or repair ing
some of  the wooden windows in  the l ighthouse,  work on the exterior  of  the
lantern room of  the l ighthouse,  replacing some sections of  the boardwalk that
are deteriorating,  and replacing some spal led brick on the Vis itor  Center,
mainly  on the south and ea st  s ides of  the bui lding.  To see how you can help
Crisp Point ,  plea se v is it  https : //www.crisppointl ighthouse.org/how.html.

The Lake Superior water level  at  the end of  November 2025 wa s just  0.40 feet
below normal .   However,  this  is  0.19  feet  higher than November 2024.   Our
erosion control  stone is  st i l l  looking good,  but  a s  always,  we wi l l  continue to
keep on eye on things.   The US Army Corps of  Engineers is  foreca st ing the lake
level  to  be below normal  through May 2026,  so i f  this  holds  out  to be true,  we
may have another sea son with some beach in  front  of  the l ighthouse.  However,
this  a l l  depends on where storms and currents  deposit  and erode sand,  and is
not  t ied entirely  to the lake level .

We completed our 5  year of  Adopt-A-Highway this  sea son,  a long our three-mile
stretch of  M-123  between Luce County Road 500 and Newberry.   S ince May 2021,
CPLHS ha s picked up approximately  97  bags worth of  tra sh.   I f  you are interested
in helping with this  work next  year,  see our web s ite  Calendar of  Events  page or
our Facebook Events  l ist ings for  more detai ls .   Our f irst  l i t ter  pick-up for  2026 is
set  for  May 9.   

t h

We hope that  everyone ha s a  good hol iday sea son and stays  safe.   We look
forward to seeing you again next  year!

https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/how.html
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Upcoming

EVENTS

For more details, please visit our website at:
https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/calendar.html

 ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
On Saturday, September 20, 2025, we held
our final Adopt-a-Highway event of the
season, supported by 11 dedicated
volunteers. Together, we successfully
collected 8 bags of garbage along our 3-
mile stretch of M-123. Throughout the year,
we gathered a total of 16 bags of waste.

We’re excited about the upcoming Adopt-a-
Highway events scheduled for 2026.
Tentative dates include May 9, July 19, and a
soon to be announced date in September.
For further information, please reach out
to dukeguy55@gmail.com. We hope to see
you there! P h o to  C o u r te s y  o f :  C a m e ro n  Lovett

Me m be r  Wo rk Week:
S p r in g  A d op t - a-H i ghway :
V is ito r  C en ter  O pe n s ( A pp rox ) :
C P LH S  A n n ual  C o n feren ce:
S u m m e r  A dop t-a - Hig h wa y:
Fal l  A d op t - a-H i ghway :
V is ito r  C en ter  C lo se s :

M ay 9-17
M ay 9

M ay 16
July  18
July  19

TBD
October 17  

S e p te m be r 20  Volun te e rst h
C a m e ro n  Love t t ,  D u ke  G u y ,  S h el ley  G u y ,  C a t h y  C h en ard,

J u d y  H a u p t ,  Wa y n e  &  A n gel a  L u t z ,  A m a n d a  &  John
Mo n roe ,  J a ck  Me s s e r ,  G a v in  S m it h  a n d  M a r y Me r tz-Sm ith

  

SUPPORT
Show Your

Find out more ways at:
https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/how.html 

https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/calendar.html
mailto:dukeguy55@gmail.com
https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/how.html
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S to r y &  Ph o to s Co u rtes y  o f :
R h o n d a  D e n n y
O u r  s to r y… July  18 ,  2025t h

T h e re  we re  6  o f  us  ( 3  co uples )  that
pla n n e d  a  Je ep  tr ip  aro un d  th e  U.P.
to  s ig h t s e e  a n d  e xplo re i n  o u r
Je e p s .  P la ces we d isc us se d /v i s ite d
are  P ic t u re d  Rock s,  O swald s  Bear
Ran ch ,  Be n n y T h e B ea rd  F is h e r
Trol l ,  W h i te f i sh Poi n t/ S hi pw reck
M u se u m , C a stl e  Rock ,  Clyd e’ s  and
C r i s p  Po i n t  L i gh th o u se.  

P r i o r  to  go i n g  o n  thi s  s pec if ic  tr ip,
B o b  a ske d  m y old e s t  d augh ter
Ta y lo r  fo r  h e r ble s s i n g .  The n  he
bo u g h t  th e  r i n g  a n d  se n t  a  p i c tu re
o f  i t  to  m y yo un ges t  d au gh ter
C h eye n n e .  Bo th  o f  th em  gave  their
ble s s in g .  Bo b told  h i s  gro u p  of
fr i e n d s  h e  wa s  go in g  to a s k d ur ing
t h is  t r i p  to  th e  U .P .  No o n e gave me
an y  id ea  w h at  wa s  bein g pla n n e d.

One of  his  fr ien ds a sked what  he’d
do i f  we al l  got  back there and I  said
no to his  proposal .  He said  “Wel l  I ’ l l
take the t ires  off  her  Jeep I  just
bought  and I ’d  be r iding back with
one of  you”.  Whi le  travel l ing around
the U.P. ,  I  recommend ed a  change in
plans to work around the weather.
Go to the Lighthouse o n Friday  and
go to Shipwreck Museum on
Saturday,  that  way we’d be in side i f
the rain m oved in.  We would also  be
more l ikely  to make the trek to  the
l ighthouse a s  we’ve heard the road
can be treacherous.  Those with us
suspected I  knew.  W hi le  at  the
Lighthouse,  we went  to the gi ft  shop
first  in  ca se they closed whi le  we
were out  on the beach.  A dam sign ed
the guest  book a s  the “Holm’s,
Gorsuch’s  & Trammell ’s” .  I  looked at
it  and turned back to Christ ine an d
Jenni  and stated,  of  course,  he  didn ’t
include D enny.  I t ’s  l ike  I  don’t  exi st .
They said  then add i t .  I  said  nope,  a l l
good and walked out.  They ended up
tel l ing the volunteers  that  i t  wa s
perfect,  a s  we were there for  Bob  to
propose.  That ’s  when  the volun teers
got  involved.  The gentleman and  his
son fol lowed us.  His  wife  stayed back
to run the gi ft  shop.

She Said
Y E S !
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I  wa s  wal kin g  o n  t h e bea ch ;  jus t  ahead of  Bob,  and  h e said  “hey” .  I  t urned
an d  s a w h e  wa s  o n  the  g ro un d .  At  f irst ,  I  tho u gh t  h e fel l .  Then I  real i zed he
wa s  o n  o n e  k n e e.  I  s ta r ted  to  tear up.  He said ,  “Wil l  you marry me? ”  I  said
“ O f co u rs e ” .   I  be n t  d ow n  to  h ug him.  He goes “um m  can you  l e t  me  up?  The
rocks h u r t  m y  kn ee .”   H ah a !  Not  having cel l  service wa s a  l i t t le  hard a s  I
wa n te d  m y  d aug h ters  to kn ow an d make sure they were okay wit h this .  He
s a id  th ey  we re ,  b u t  m y Mo m m a heart  n ee ded  to kn ow fro m th em.  
I t  wa s  pe r fe ct .  L ake,  beach ,  f r i en ds,  l ighthouse!  Alon g with t he  bl essin g
fro m  m y  d aug h ters.

S to r y  &  P h o to  Co u r te sy  o f :
A m an d a  Be ck

O n  O c to be r  3 ,  2025 m y s o n  
p ropo s e d  to  h i s  hig h  sch ool ,
 s we e t h ea rt .  I t  wa s su ch  a  
ble s s e d  a n d  spe cia l  occa s io n .
T h e  s t aff  a t  t h e l ig ht ho u se  
we re  wo n d e r ful ,  eve n  help i n g
m e  to  h i d e  m y  vehicle.  
I  wa s  t h e re  to  s u rp r i s e m y
 s oo n  to  be  d aug h ter - i n - la w  
a s  s h e  a n d  m y son  a n d  s evera l  
o th e r  fam i ly  m e m be rs were o n a  r id ing tr ip.  We may  have tol d a  few white
l ie s ,  b ut  we  m a n age d  to  ke ep  i t  a  se cret  from h er.  She had  tol d  me several
t i m e s  s h e  kn ew  he  wou ld n ’t  p ropose i f  I  wa sn’t  there …  So we m ade he r
t h i n k  ju s t  th at .  M y  h u s ba n d  wa s able  to capture this  beauti ful  mo m en t at
t h e  top  o f  th e  tower .    

She Said
Y E S !  

C O N T I N U E D .

B o b wa s gett ing a  l i t t le  concerned that  I  m ight
sta r t  a sking quest ions with eve ryone being so
clo se and the volunteers  nearby.  I t  never crossed
m y  m ind.  Som etimes,  we st ick together.  Other
t im e s,  we go separate ways.  The  volunteers  were
sh ar ing stories  and looking for  rocks,  g iv ing
g u id ance for  Yooper rocks.  The son even share d
h i s  f la shl ight  so that  we co uld  see  the dif ference
in  l ig ht ing.  I  wa s looking for  rocks myself .
C om pletely  obl iv ious to what  wa s about  to
h appen.  
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MOMENTS‌
MEMORABLE‌

Story and Photo Courtesy of :  Kel ly  Hippensteel
“Since we moved to Bay Co in  2021 ,  I  have been so fortunate to be
able to see the northern l ights  many t imes from my home.  However,
in  al l  our tr ips  to the UP,  I  have never been at  the r ight  place at  the
right  t ime…unti l  September 1 ,  2025!  We have been so lucky to have
vis ited Crisp Point  in  the winter  v ia  snowmobile  and summer via  truck
and SXS.  The trek out  there is  a lways interest ing and i t  never gets  old
vis it ing!  We have spent  the la st  few summers camping in  Trout  Lake
and when I  heard there wa s a  great  chance to see the northern l ights
on the night  of  9/1 ,  i t  wa s a  no brainer…I  wanted to see them at  Crisp
Point !  I t  wa s so fun wandering around in  the dark gett ing v iews from
all  angles.”  

Story and Photos Courtesy of :  Dougla s  Adams
“My f irst  Crisp Point  Lighthouse experience wa s pretty  much by accident,  and I 'm sure
others have s imilar  stories.  In  the la st  week of  September 2024 I  took a  voluntary 1  week
layoff  frommy job and decided to take my f irst  actual  smal l  vacation in  many years,  I  booked
3 nights  in  Munising and spent  most  of  the t ime around Pictured Rocks  
National  Lake Shore unti l  i t  wa s t ime to start  the 7  hour journey home  
to Tecumseh,  Michigan.  I  decided to head ea st  and see Tahquamenon 
Fal ls  before heading south towards home,  I  photographed the fal ls  and  
then had to face real i ty  and reluctantly  head back home.  As  I  wa s  
enjoying the fal l  colors  on M123 I  noticed a  smal l  s ign with a  picture  
of  a  l ighthouse and an arrow point ing to the r ight  down a  dirt  road. . . . .
I  f igured I  could spare a  few minutes and check out  some l ighthouse  
I ' d  never heard of  (No cel l  service so I  couldn't  just  google  the detai ls) .  
So after  about  10 minutes I  start  wondering i f  I  missed a  turn  
or something,  then after  another few miles  I  see a  s ign  
rea ssuring me I ' m on the r ight  path and I  f igure after  this  far  
I ' m going al l  the way no matter  how far.  The scenery and  
isolat ion wa s something special ,  I  only  pa ssed 1  other vehicle  
and 2  s ide by s ides the entire  t ime and the curiosity  in  me kept  
growing.  After  gett ing on to 412  and driv ing through some  
sandy and muddy stretches I  f inal ly  see Lake Superior through
 the trees on my left  and real ize  I  have made i t !  What  I  thought  
wa s going to be a  l i t t le  20 minute detour turned out  to be a  2  hour(round tr ip)  adventure to
hit  the jackpot with what  I  think is  one of  the most  peaceful ,  beauti ful ,  and surreal  places I
have ever been,  I ' m glad i t ' s  not  ea sy to get  to,  that 's  what  makes i t  a  l i t t le  more special .  I
made i t  home very late  that  night  and al l  I  could think of  wa s gett ing back to Crisp Point  in
2025.  I  made i t  back twice in  October of  this  year and wa s never disappointed and took lots
of  photos.  I  am absolutely  going back in  2026,  there 's  just  something special  about  the
entire experience of  going to Crisp Point  Lighthouse.”  
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EXCLUSIVE MERCHANDISE
Don’t miss your chance to grab exclusive

Crisp Point merchandise!

There’s a wide selection available, including
but not limited to: stoneware, playing cards,

shirts, hats, books, and much more!

You can explore all Crisp Point merchandise
online at:

https://crisppointlight.square.site

**All sales are final!**

CPLHS Annual  Summer Conference

DATESAVE THE

DATE:  JULY 18 ,  2026T H

LOCATION:  WHITEFISH COMMUNITY
CENTER

7052 N M123
PARADISE,  MI  49768

CONTACT:   LINDA MCKINNEY
317 .446.1280  

OR
LINDA@CRISPPOINTLIGHTHOUSE.ORG

WHAT TO EXPECT:
CRISP POINT UPDATES

RAFFLE  
SILENT AUCTION

GREAT FOOD
SOON TO BE ANNOUNCED GUEST

SPEAKER(S)

MORE INFORMATION TO COME IN THE
APRIL 2026 NEWSLETTER!

https://crisppointlight.square.site/
mailto:LINDA@CRISPPOINTLIGHTHOUSE.ORG


Welcome New Members
Frances Banka- Grosse Point, MI

 Tom & Cindy Boge - Wisconsin Dells, WI
Elizabeth Calhoun - Ann Arbor, MI

Janna Falicki - Grand Rapids, MI
The Fields Family - Union City, MI

Sarah Foster - Ishpeming, MI
Wesley Gerber - Apple Valley, MN

Kimberly Gilbreath-Barndollar - Grosse
Point, MI

The Glazier Family - Troy, MI
Edward Hodgins - Hale,  MI

Anne Landgraf - Saginaw, MI
Jonathan Neitzke - Dayton, OH

Brandi Page - Monticello, IN
Roger Sager - Munith, MI

Janis & Donald Mitts - Owosso, MI
Bonnie Spencer - Sherwood, OH

Roger & Rebecca Tuuk - Fremont, MI
Sarajo Valenzuela - Grosse Point, MI

Vicki Vela - Allegan, MI
Sonya Wentzel - Holland, MI

Ellen Wolkensperg - Louisville, KY
Jared Yax - Grand Rapids, MI
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If you would prefer to pay online, please visit https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/member.html instead of using this form.

Want to share your favorite Crisp
Point 

stories or memories?  

Email:
newsletter@crisppointlighthouse.org

 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR NEXT
NEWSLETTER:

MARCH 31, 2026

The Next 
Generation of Keepers 

At Crisp Point ,  we strongly  encourage
keepers to engage their  chi ldren in
the act iv it ies  of  l ighthouse keeping.
This  involvement not  only  excites
them but  also fosters  a  sense of
belonging,  a s  they are indeed our
future with the preservation and
restoration of  Crisp Point .

This  pa st  summer,  Judy Haupt
brought  her granddaughter,  Madelyn,
to help with the keeping duties.  This
marked Madelyn's  third year of
part icipation.  Most  of  her t ime wa s
spent  at  the v is itors  center,  where she
is  seen in  the 
photo a ssist ing 
Tim Ca se with 
a  purcha se.

Thank you,  
Madelyn,  for  al l  
of  your hard
work!

P h o to  C o u r te s y  o f :  
C a t h y  C h e n a rd  

https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/member.html
mailto:newsletter@crisppointlighthouse.org
mailto:newsletter@crisppointlighthouse.org

